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Year 7 – Half Term 1 – The World in 1000 AD 

Prior Learning 
This module picks up the National Curriculum from the end of the Primary Phase. It 

both extends and develops their understanding of concepts such as ‘empire’.  

What will I learn? 

The year will begin with a baseline assessment and introduction to basic history 

skills. 

The World in 1,000 AD; Empress Zoe begins pupils learning through looking at 

East and West through the lens of Constantinople – an important location for Year 

7. 

Following this we will uncover; ‘What drove Baghdad’s thirst for knowledge?’ 

This will introduce pupils to an important world civilization often neglected.  

We will then introduce the concept of the medieval church through a study of the 

pilgrimage site of Conques. Understanding why religion mattered so much is an 

important fundamental of all KS3 History. 

Next Steps 

This unit serves as the starting point for the Year and KS3 as a whole. It provides 

foundational knowledge for units on the Medieval Period and later on medieval 

Mali, as well as the encompassing Silk Roads. 

It also introduces a number of key concepts for GCSE Viking Expansion: Islamic 

Caliphate and Byzantine Empire.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit will set the foundation for many themes for pupils to follow throughout 

their following years. Concepts of invasion, the growth and development of empires 

and civilisations, as well as historical significance are introduced 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Caliph, Empire, Monk, Penance, Pilgrimage, Relic, Saint, Scholar, Sin, Trade 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback.  

Summative: Year 7 Term 1 Assessment  

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 
Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 
teacher.  

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Participation in the Department’s Classics Club and Year 7 Latin. 

Further reading - Peter Frankopan The Silk Roads. 

Visit the Roman sites in our locality – Ribchester and (a bit further afield) Hadrian’s 

Wall.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39


Year 7 – Half Term 2 – Contested Lands  

Prior Learning 

This links to previous learning in HT1 and at primary focussing on the motivations 

and beliefs of the medieval world. Part of our study across Year 7 is how beliefs and 

ideas change.  

What will I 

learn? 

In this half term pupils will address the following: 

How disruptive were the Normans?  

This unit tackles the Norman Conquest and the various changes brought by the 

Normans to England.  

Following this we make a brief stop in Norman Sicily to understand how it was a 

blend of worlds.  

Why did Alexios’ empire survive? 

Returning to our start point in Constantinople we study how the Emperor Alexios 

navigated the world of the late 11th century and ensured the survival of the 

Byzantine Empire. 

Lastly we follow the story of Adelard of Bath and how he brings the knowledge we 

learned about in the first half term from the Middle East to Europe. 

Next Steps 

Provides foundational baseline for what we consider ‘Medieval England’. Introduces 

many key concepts that will be developed – importance of religion, nature of 

authority and power, structures of society and develops understanding of change  

Furthermore, it provides background knowledge to GCSE topics; namely Medieval 

People’s Health.  

Personal 

Development 

The study of this unit will demonstrate to pupils how societies were different in the 

past, what motivates people, the rational for their beliefs and approaches to life. 

Pupils will be able to compare and contrast medieval life with later topics of study 

and their own lives to judge similarities and differences, as well as significance of 

change.   

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Archbishop, baron, conquest, crusade, heir, hierarchy, holy war, rebellion, siege, 

tenants  

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback.  

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 
Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 
teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

There is an excellent series available freely on YouTube called Medieval Lives by 

Terry Jones - Terry Jones | Medieval Lives - YouTube 

Here again is the link to Lancashire Past detailing medieval sites and objects for you 

to potentially visit and learn more about: Medieval – Lancashire Past 

There are some fantastic websites on the Domesday Book allowing you to explore 

how England was in the 11th century and look at changes caused by the Norman 

Conquest - http://www.domesdaybook.co.uk/index.html  

https://opendomesday.org  

There is an interesting site with an interactive map which allows you to explore 

castles in England - https://www.historic-

uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/CastlesinEngland/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
http://www.domesdaybook.co.uk/index.html
https://opendomesday.org/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/CastlesinEngland/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/CastlesinEngland/


Year 7 – Half Term 3 – Contested Power 

Prior Learning 
Pupils have so far studied how the Normans conquered and reshaped England, the 

concept of ‘The Pope’ and ‘The Church’ have also been developed. 

What will I 

learn? 

What can the story of Eleanor of Aquitaine reveal to us about the Medieval 

World?  

We will follow the life of Eleanor of Aquitaine and pick out features of the medieval 

world that her story reveals to us.  

Following this we will understand what the Becket Controversy tells us about the 

nature of power in the medieval world. 

Why did the barons keep rebelling against their king?  

We will cover the reigns of John, Henry III and then Edward I. The first two faced 

many rebellions against their reign and the last solidified his control over his 

kingdom. The contrast between these will help us understand how a monarch’s rule 

could lead to rebellion.  

Lastly we will cover Edward I’s wars of conquest in Scotland and the actions of 

Robert the Bruce in leading Scotland to independence.  

Next Steps 

These units link to later topics introducing many of the figures and locations studied 

in the next Half Term along with developing pupil’s understanding of the Second 

Order Concept of Causation, but also the nature of society and importance of the 

Church which is foundational knowledge for the last unit of Year 7 on the 

Reformation.  

This unit builds on previous concepts of change and continuity, significance and 

protest and reform building on ideas from the previous Half Term. In particular 

Magna Carta, Medieval Life and the Church will be developed.   

Personal 

Development 

This period marks the start of the gradual evolution and move to parliamentary 

democracy. This theme will be followed throughout KS3 and developed across Year 

8 and 9.   

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Angevin, barons, charter, council, excommunication, favourites, gothic, parliament, 
regent, statue   

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback.  

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 
 
Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 
teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Documentary Series by Dan Jones – Britain’s Bloodiest Dynasty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39


 

Year 7 – Half Term 4 – Empire, expansion and collapse  

Prior Learning 
This half term will build on prior knowledge, in particular the study of the Islamic 

Empire we began our year with.   

What will I 

learn? 

What does the story of Mansa Musa reveal about Medieval west Africa?  

We study the remarkable story of Mansa Musa and his famous Hajj on 1324. We 

look at what made Mali a remarkable nation and how Mansa Musa’s actions helped 

shape Medieval west Africa. 

We then take an overview of how the Mongols connected the Medieval world as a 

primer for out next unit. 

How much difference did the Black Death make?  

We will use the brilliant work of John Hatcher. His work on the village of Walsham 

provides a window into the past where we can study a micro view (one village) of 

the Black Death to understand the macro view (whole country) of its impact. 

How did Margaret Beaufort mastermind the rise of the Tudors? 

Lastly we will cover how the Wars of the Roses were women by the House of Tudor 

and evaluate the extent to which Margaret Beaufort was the mastermind behind this 

victory. 

Next Steps 

The Mali study will, especially in Year 8 where the trade in Enslaved Peoples will 

be covered, develop pupil’s understanding of wider world developments. The region 

of Africa, in which Mali was centred, was particularly affected by the Transatlantic 

Slave Trade and this study will provide context for the pupils in understanding the 

Slave Trade. This will also aid in our GCSE unit The People’s Health  

Personal 

Development 

This unit will challenge pre-existing notions of the medieval period and in particular 
Africa. It will develop pupil’s understanding of  interconnectedness of the world. 

The Black Death is probably the most well-known pandemic in history and the 
effects it had on English history were far reaching and significant. Understanding 
how pandemics affect societies is particularly useful in today’s context. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 

significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  

Alliance, campaign, caravan, nomad, pestilence, steppe, sultan, tithe, tolerance, tribe  

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback. 

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

A good documentary on the Black Death - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPe6BgzHWY0  

John Hatcher, The Black Death: An Intimate History (2010) 

An article about the local impact of the Black Death - 

https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/black-death-villages-killed-plague-

16739333 

A fascinating interactive site on the Black Death is definitely something I would 

recommend for you to check out - https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-

stories/medicine/bubonic-plague-first-pandemic 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPe6BgzHWY0
https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/black-death-villages-killed-plague-16739333
https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/black-death-villages-killed-plague-16739333
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/medicine/bubonic-plague-first-pandemic
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/medicine/bubonic-plague-first-pandemic


Year 7 – Half Term 5 – Renaissance and reformation 

Prior Learning 

Pupils will by now understand the important role that religion played in daily life. 

They will have also learnt about how knowledge was transferred and spread 

throughout the world. They will remember following Euclid’s Elements across the 

Medieval World from Constantinople to Baghdad, from Antioch to Latin 

Christendom and the monasteries.  

What will I 

learn? 

Why did people start to view the world differently in the 1400s? We will cover 

the Renaissance and how new approaches to learning and the invention of the 

Printing Press revolutionised how people viewed the world. 

Why did Martin Luther’s ideas spread so far, so fast? Pupils will unpick the 

causal reasons behind the spread of Protestantism in the early 16th century.  

After briefly looking at Henry VIII’s Break with Rome we will uncover How did the 

Reformation affect ordinary people? We will do this by using Eamon Duffy’s The 

Voices of Morebath to study how ordinary people reacted to and were affected by 

national changes to religion. 

Next Steps 

These units provide a necessary bridge between the Medieval and Early Modern 

Worlds. In particular, the move towards Protestantism is an important moment and 

its consequences will be followed in Year 8. . 

Personal 

Development 

This unit develops pupils’ Growth through curiosity about how new ideas 

transformed society during the Renaissance and Reformation. By analysing causes 

and consequences, pupils build Resilience in tackling complex change and 

conflicting beliefs. Studying figures like Luther and Henry VIII inspires Aspiration, 

showing how individuals can challenge authority to shape history. Exploring The 

Voices of Morebath nurtures empathy and a sense of Community, helping pupils 

understand how ordinary people experienced upheaval. Throughout, pupils learn by 

Example that questioning, reflection, and perseverance can drive progress — values 

that empower them to think critically and act with integrity in their own lives. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  

Classical, Holy Roman Empire, Humanism, Indulgences, Pamphlets, Printing Press, 
Protest, Protestant, Sacraments, Vestment 
 

How and when 

will I be 

assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback. 

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zgkcr2p 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

National Gallery: Renaissance Art 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/explore-the-paintings/renaissance 

Interactive collection of Renaissance masterpieces with background info.. 

British Library – Reformation and Martin Luther 

https://www.bl.uk/learning/timeline/item104569.html Digital exhibition on Luther, 

printing, and ideas. Includes digitised 16th-century texts. 

Simon Schama’s A History of Britain, Episode 3: “The Body of the Queen” (BBC 

iPlayer) Touches on Henry VIII, religious reform, and England’s break with Rome. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zgkcr2p
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/explore-the-paintings/renaissance
https://www.bl.uk/learning/timeline/item104569.html


 

Year 7 – Half Term 6 – Silver and gold  

Prior Learning 
This unit builds on the pupils understanding of how the world was connected and 

how people connected with one another.  

What will I 

learn? 

How did European voyages of exploration shape the world?  

We will uncover the impact of explorers like Vasco de Gama and Columbus, as well 

as the Spanish Conquest of the New World to understand the huge impact this period 

has.  

How did Miranda Kauffman uncover the lives of ‘Black Tudors’ We will briefly 

look at how Kauffman investigated the lives of Black Tudors in the 16th century.  

How have historians studied the Inkas?  

Lastly we will look at how Historians have used a variety of sources to investigate 

the Inka people and how different sources provide ways to deal with the difficulties 

in studying the Inka.  

Next Steps 

This Half Term sets up much of Year 8 History. Understanding the impacts 

exploration has sets up our studies of colonisation in America, Africa and India 

across Year 8. It also provides foundational knowledge for GCSE units People’s 

Health and The Elizabethans.   

Personal 

Development 

Investigating explorers and empires builds Resilience as pupils confront challenging 

histories of encounter, conquest, and change. Learning about Miranda Kauffman’s 

Black Tudors inspires Aspiration, showing how curiosity and scholarship can 

recover overlooked voices. Through studying the Inkas, pupils strengthen their sense 

of Community and respect for diverse cultures and histories. By following the 

Example of historians who question evidence and challenge assumptions, pupils 

learn to think critically, value inclusivity, and appreciate the complexity of the world 

and its shared human story. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Artefact, Chronicle, Circumnavigation, Colony, Conquistador, Empire, Indigenous, 
Navigation, New World, Nobles   

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback.  

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7fwxnb 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher.   

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Royal Museums Greenwich – Voyages of Discovery 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/age-explorationFocuses on navigation, maps, 

and maritime life. 

Crash Course World History #21: The Columbian Exchange (YouTube) Fun and 

fast-paced 10-min video showing global consequences of exploration. Great for 

pupils ready for a challenge. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7fwxnb
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/age-exploration


Year 8 – Half Term 1 – Expanding empires, connected worlds  

Prior Learning 

We have following the story of Constantinople began in our first lesson in Year 7, 

we pick up the story 100 years after the Fall of Constantinople to the Ottomans. This 

into also builds on our understanding both of Medieval Africa and the development 

of exploration.  

What will I learn? 

We begin with a brief look at what made Ottoman Constantinople impressive. 

How did African Kingdoms become connected to Wider Worlds? We will 

investigate the impressive nature of Benin prior to European contact. We will then 

look at how contact with the Portuguese and later other Europeans changed the 

country. Next we briefly study Delft in the 17th century to understand what was 

changing about Europe at this time. 

How did Ruby Lal study Nur Jahan? 

We use the book ‘Empress’ to understand how Historian Ruby Lal used sources to 

study Nur Jahan, the empress and co-ruler to Jahangir. We will uncover how this 

woman challenged the male-dominated Mughal society to rise to the top.  

Next Steps 

This unit lays the foundations for European contact with Africa both through the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade and Colonisation. We will study the British colonisation 

of Nigeria later in the year. Furthermore, our study of Nur Jahan and the Mughal 

Empire builds a foundation for when we return to India later in the year. 

Personal 

Development 

This unit promotes Growth by deepening pupils’ understanding of how different 

societies flourished and interacted across continents. Exploring Benin, 

Constantinople, and Delft builds Resilience as pupils engage with complex global 

change and shifting power dynamics. Studying Ruby Lal’s work on Nur Jahan 

inspires Aspiration, showing how determination and intellect can challenge 

limitations. By comparing cultures and connections, pupils develop a sense of global 

Community and appreciation for diversity. Through the Example of historians and 

historical figures who shaped or reinterpreted their worlds, pupils learn the value of 

curiosity, courage, and critical thinking in understanding human achievement and 

progress. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate. Extracts from academic texts will be read and used 

supported, where necessary, with glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Consort, court, earthworks, enslaved, Farman, imperial, janissary, Oba, Spiritual, Traditional religion 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback. 

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

Ottomans - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7k2k7h 

Benin - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpvckqt 

Delft - BBC Teach – The Dutch Golden Age. Short clips introducing trade, art, and 

everyday life. 

Mughal Empire - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7n7mp3 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

British Museum – The Kingdom of Benin 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/galleries/africa 3D views of Benin 

Bronzes and explanations of trade and craftsmanship. 

TED-Ed – How Did Women Rule Empires? Animated overview of female rulers in 

history, including Mughal queens. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7k2k7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpvckqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7n7mp3
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/galleries/africa


Year 8 – Half Term 2 – Contested power, contested ideas 

Prior Learning 

Pupils have studied throughout Year 7 the changing nature of power and authority in 

the Middle Ages, furthermore we have seen examples from around the world to 

contrast this with. 

What will I 

learn? 

Was the period 1603-1659 a crisis of monarchy or religion? 

We will cover the Stuart succession and the problems both James I and Charles I 

faced ruling their kingdoms. This will lead on to the Civil War, Regicide and 

Commonwealth under Cromwell. 

We will then look at the new ideas that emerged during the Civil Wars such as the 

Levellers and Diggers.  

How far were the king’s powers restored after 1660? 

We will study the Restoration of Charles II, his rule of England and then the 

tumultuous rule of his brother James II. This will lead into the Glorious Revolution 

and Hanoverian Succession. All will be studied through the life of diarist Samuel 

Pepys.  

 

Next Steps 

This will feed into later political changes we will study later in the year in particular 

the Chartists. Furthermore, the actions in Ireland in the next unit, Transatlantic Slave 

Trade and empire are all developed in this period.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit develops Growth by encouraging pupils to explore how conflict and 

change shaped ideas about power, faith, and government. Studying the Stuarts, Civil 

War, and Restoration builds Resilience, as pupils grapple with uncertainty, division, 

and competing beliefs. Examining thinkers like the Levellers and Diggers fosters 

Aspiration, showing how ordinary people imagined fairer societies. By following the 

Example of those who questioned authority and recorded truth amid turmoil, pupils 

learn that reflection, courage, and dialogue are vital to progress and understanding.  

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Blasphemy, Civil War, Constitutional Monarchy, Divine Right, Nonconformist, 

Puritan, Quaker, Republic, Succession, Toleration 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback.  

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrkscw/articles/z2qdpv4 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

A lovely walk in the village of Garstang up to Greenhalgh’s Castle reveals an 

interesting local impact of the Civil War - https://www.visitgarstang.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/04/walks_garstang_castle.pdf  

A fascinating local site of the Civil War - 

http://www.visitpreston.com/welcome/preston-s-history/military-history/battle-

preston-1648 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrkscw/articles/z2qdpv4
https://www.visitgarstang.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/walks_garstang_castle.pdf
https://www.visitgarstang.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/walks_garstang_castle.pdf
http://www.visitpreston.com/welcome/preston-s-history/military-history/battle-preston-1648
http://www.visitpreston.com/welcome/preston-s-history/military-history/battle-preston-1648


Year 8 – Half Term 3 – Destroyed communities, created communities 

Prior Learning 

We have studied a few examples of colonies in our units on exploration and this 

learning will develop that. Furthermore, we have seen the Transatlantic Slave Trade 

in our unit on Benin. 

What will I 

learn? 

We begin by looking at the changes to Ireland in the 17th century centred around 

Cromwell’s invasion.  

How should we describe the worlds of difference in 17th century America? 

We will trace the development of two of Britain’s colonies in the New World: 

Virginia and Massachusetts. We will trade the impact of the settlers and their 

interactions with the indigenous peoples.  

We will then pick up the story of India looking at the rise of the East India 

Company.  

What can three Atlantic Towns reveal to us about the Transatlantic Slave 

Trade? In this unit we learn about the macro (big) history of the slave trade through 

looking at the micro (one example). We will look at the towns of Oguaa in West 

Africa, Bridgetown in Barbados and Lancaster in Britain. This will help us to 

understand how the TAST worked and the impact it had on each location.   

Next Steps 

This unit will build to the abolition enquiry later in the year, help explain the impact 

and development of the empire as well as explain how Britain had the resources and 

wealth necessary to the Industrial Revolution.  

Personal 

Development 

Pupils build Resilience by confronting complex and often difficult histories, 

including colonisation and slavery. Exploring diverse societies encourages 

Community and empathy across cultures. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
 Cash crops, colony, enslaved, indentured servant, middle passage, nawab, plantation, 
settlement, settler colonialism, treaty 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback.  

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrkscw 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3n8pv4 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhs7p3 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher.   

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Lancaster Slave Trail Trip  

National Park Service – Jamestown Virtual Tour 

https://www.nps.gov/jame/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtour.htm Interactive maps 

and 360° views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrkscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3n8pv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhs7p3
https://www.nps.gov/jame/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtour.htm


Year 8 – Half Term 4 – Worlds in motion: Minds and machines  

Prior Learning 

This unit builds on the development of empire and the Transatlantic Slave Trade 

which provides the necessary finance and resources for the Industrial Revolution. 

Furthermore, the TAST itself feeds directly into the unit on the abolition. 

What will I learn? 

How did Emma Griffin uncover the lives of the unheard? 

We will study, in a similar fashion to our earlier unit on Nur Jahan, we will look at 

how Historian Emma Griffin uncovered the lives of ordinary people during the 

Industrial Revolution. 

Then we have a brief look at what ‘liberty’ meant in the Age of Revolutions to four 

different thinkers. 

Was the Abolition Campaign drive more by people or by ideas?  

We will look at the Abolition Campaign in Britain, the resistance of the enslaved on 

plantations, the Haitian Revolution and the events leading up to and beyond 1807. .  

Next Steps 

The Industrial Revolution is a foundational moment in history and the changes that 

it brought sets up much of what happens in the 20th century. 

The actions of the abolition campaign will provide a model and comparison for 

those of the Chartists in the next half term. 

Personal 

Development 

This unit encourages Growth by exploring how historians like Emma Griffin 

uncover hidden voices and everyday experiences. Pupils develop Resilience by 

engaging with challenging topics like slavery, revolution, and social change. 

Studying different thinkers and campaigns fosters Aspiration, showing how ideas 

and actions can drive progress. Through the experiences of ordinary people and 

global movements, pupils build a sense of Community and learn by Example the 

importance of inquiry, empathy, and standing up for justice. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Abolition, Campaign, child labour, emancipation, petition, plantation, reform, resistance, 
textile, working class 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback. 

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxwk2hv 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxwxpv4 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx7f4j6 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

A visit to Quarry Bank Mill to see one of the best preserved Industrial Cotton Mills 

Lancashire Cotton Famine - The Lancashire Cotton Famine (historic-uk.com) 

Emma Griffin, Liberty’s Dawn: A People’s History of the Industrial 

RevolutionNational Archives – Abolition 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/abolition-of-slavery/ 

Primary sources, petitions, and letters from abolitionists. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxwk2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxwxpv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx7f4j6
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Lancashire-Cotton-Famine/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/abolition-of-slavery/


Year 8 – Half Term 5 – Revolution and reform  

Prior Learning 

Building on our understanding of the Causes of the Civil War, liberty and campaigns 

for change. This will also draw on our knowledge of change to the political system 

of Britain. 

What will I 

learn? 

We begin by studying Thomas Paine as he witnesses the American Revolution. 

Why did some days in the French Revolution matter so much? 

We will look at four key days that changed the course of French history covering the 

span of the French Revolution to investigate significance.  

Then we will look at the Peterloo Massacre in Manchester. 

How did the working class discover their voice?  

Next are the chartists, we will investigate how they campaigned to achieve political 

rights for the working class.  

Lastly we will uncover the events of 1857 in India and the consequences of them for 

India.  

Next Steps 
Later units will cover the Suffrage and other political movements, as well as the 

development of colonialism in Nigeria.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit promotes Growth by helping pupils understand how revolutions and social 

movements reshape societies. Pupils develop Resilience through examining conflict, 

injustice, and the struggle for rights. Studying figures like Thomas Paine and the 

Chartists fosters Aspiration, showing how individuals and groups can drive change. 

By exploring diverse communities and global events, pupils build Community 

awareness and, through the Example of those who challenged authority, learn the 

value of courage, advocacy, and critical thinking. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Charter, constitution, crisis, demand, estate, pamphlet, petition, privileges, tyranny, unrest 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback. 

Summative: Year 8 Term 3 Assessment 

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf49q6f 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn7tfrd 

 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

History Learning Site – Chartists and Political Reform 

https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/victorian-britain/chartists/ 

History Learning Site – French Revolution 

https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/revolution-in-france/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf49q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn7tfrd
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/victorian-britain/chartists/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/revolution-in-france/


Year 8 – Half Term 6 – Changing empires, changing lives 

Prior Learning 

Building on our knowledge of the empire and campaigns for reform such as the 

chartists. Our understanding of the Industrial Revolution will help explain why 

socialism arose and the conditions that Hannah Mitchell grew up in.  

What will I 

learn? 

We begin by looking at Constantinople in the 1880s. Capital of a declining Ottoman 

Empire. The nationalism and independence of the Balkan states is foundational 

knowledge for WW1. 

How did Chinua Achebe interpret colonisation in West Africa? 

We use the text from this famous author to look at how he portrayed the changes and 

consequences following from British Colonisation.  

We then briefly look at Karl Marx and the creation of Communism. 

Why did Hannah Mitchell yearn for justice? 

This intriguing enquiry covers the life of Hannah Mitchell understanding hear 

upbringing, marriage, involvement in socialism and the suffragettes whilst seeing 

the change she witnessed. 

Lastly we end the year with a study of Ireland in the 19th century up to 1914 

following the Home Rule Crisis.  

Next Steps 

Much of this content prepares the way for year 9: communism and socialism for the 

Russian Revolution, the rise of nationalism for WW1 and Home Rule for later 

forays into Ireland’s history.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit develops Growth by deepening pupils’ understanding of how ideas, 

empires, and individuals shaped the modern world. Exploring nationalism, 

colonisation, and political thought builds Resilience as pupils engage with conflict 

and injustice. Through Achebe, Marx, and Hannah Mitchell, pupils find Aspiration 

in those who questioned inequality and sought change. By connecting global and 

local struggles, they strengthen Community values and learn by Example how 

conviction and compassion can inspire progress. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Capitalism, colonisation, communism, displacement, imperialism, middle class, 
nationalism, patriarchal, socialism, suffrage   

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback. 

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 9 – Module 1 – Empires at War 

Prior Learning 

Understanding gained from the previous year, as well as concepts such as 

‘communism’ ‘democracy’ ‘rights’ that have previously been covered will be 

developed. 

What will I 

learn? 

We begin the year by asking why did so many European leaders declare war in 

1914? This is followed by our main unit which is What was it like to live and fight 

in WW1? In the course of this unit pupils will engage with trench warfare, 

recruitment, Battle of the Somme, the Home Front, contributions of the empire and 

the end of the war. Following this we will look at the beginning of the Russian 

Revolution and the Treaty of Versailles.  

Next Steps 

Foundational learning for the topic taught in the GCSE course: Living Under Nazi 

rule. WW1 is the key turning point in the 20th century and underpins all later topics. 

The next term will focus on the rise of Dictators and WW2.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit promotes Growth by helping pupils understand how global conflict and 

human experience shaped the modern world. Exploring the causes and realities of 

World War One builds Resilience, as pupils confront hardship, sacrifice, and 

endurance. Learning about diverse contributions fosters Community and respect for 

shared struggle. Through the Example of those who lived through war and 

revolution, pupils gain Aspiration to value courage, empathy, and reflection in times 

of challenge. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
 

How and when 

will I be 

assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback. 

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4crd2p 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Peter Jackson’s film ‘They shall grow not old’ is a great resource, using footage from 

the time cleaned up and colourised. 

Mrs McMahon has a wide range of WWI artefacts if anyone is interested in seeing 

them. 

On YouTube the ‘Great War’ channel has a series of week by week accounts of what 

was happening in the war. Some of them are quite grown up but they are interesting. 

The Great War - YouTube 

The BBC produced a lot of content for the centenary commemorations. Of particular 

note are the WWI Uncut series of short films by the historian Dan Snow 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLz58QJ68R9CRP7I6cfCEHK3IHs7sw22fI 

Podcast can be accessed from wherever you normally access podcasts – Spotify, for 

example.  

The film ‘1917’ is excellent.  

There are some great books – ‘All quiet on the Western Front’ by E. Remarque is a 

German perspective on the Great War. Michael Morpurgo ‘War Horse’, Sebastian 

Faulks ‘Birdsong’ (this is quite adult in content), Michael Morpurgo ‘Private 

Peaceful’.  See your history teacher for more suggestions.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4crd2p
https://www.youtube.com/@TheGreatWar
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLz58QJ68R9CRP7I6cfCEHK3IHs7sw22fI


 

Year 9 – Module 2 – Ideas of Power 

Prior Learning 

Pupils understanding of key ideas: communism, nationalism, imperialism, political 

campaigns will all be drawn on. The events of WW1 will also be drawn on, particularly 

the Treaty of Versailles. 

What will I 

learn? 

We will begin with learning about how and why Ireland gained its status independence 

from Britain. 

How did Stalin transform the Soviet Union?  

Pupils will study the changes that Stalin wrought to the Soviet Union and look at the 

extent to which he changed it. 

Why did so many people support the Nazis? 

A question that fascinates and confuses many. We will use sources gathered in a unique 

fashion by American Theodore Abel to help answer the question.  

Finally we will end with looking at an overview of the Second World War.  

Next Steps 

We study Nazi Germany at GCSE in year 11 HT 2 & 3, so this unit on racial policy 

will provide an excellent foundation for us to build our understanding.   At A-Level at 

St Mary’s, Blackpool, they study Nazi Germany as a depth study. 

Personal 

Development 

This is a very important topic to study, especially in this time of increased polarisation.  

This study is very important in aiding the understanding of the students about how easy 

it is to slip into acceptance of radical beliefs and to also get them to consider how 

events have consequences. By studying this, the students will understand why the 

British values of democracy, tolerance and understanding are so important and how 

discrimination, prejudice and hatred must be challenged. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key 

vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 

evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.   

Chancellor, collectivisation, conscription, fuhrer, Great Depression, gulag, 

industrialisation, partition, Pravda, 

Purge 

How and when 

will I be 

assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate Practice 

Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback.  

Resources to 

use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk94jxs 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmxg8p3 

 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Joseph Stalin: National Hero or Cold-Blooded murderer? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zhv747h 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – The Rise of the 

Nazis:https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-nazi-rise-to-power 

Imperial War Museums – What Was the Second World War? 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-was-the-second-world-war 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk94jxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmxg8p3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zhv747h
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-nazi-rise-to-power
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-was-the-second-world-war


Year 9 – Module 3 – Persecution and polarisation  

Prior Learning 
Building immediately on the rise of the Nazis and Second World War from the last 

unit, as well as Stalin’s rule of the USSR. 

What will I 

learn? 

Was Lien de Jong’s story typical of European Jews in the 20th century? 

We cover the life of Lien de Jong from the Cut Out Girl by Bart van Es. Her life provides 

a novel and interesting method by which to study the Holocaust and her life will be 

compared to Jews in western and Eastern Europe.  

What does the story of Berlin reveal about the Cold War? 

Berlin was a major centre of the Cold War and a location of conflict and tension. From 

the early origins to the building of the Berlin Wall and the fall of the Wall, Berlin reflects 

the Cold War. 

Next Steps 
Provides useful context to out GCSE unit: Living Under Nazi Rule.  

Useful for post-16 study as both sixth forms cover the Cold War.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit fosters Growth by helping pupils explore human experiences of persecution, 

division, and hope in the 20th century. Studying Lien de Jong’s story builds Resilience 

through empathy and reflection on survival amid injustice.  

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key 

vocabulary 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 

evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.   

Anti-Semitism, blockade, death camps, einstazgruppen, ghetto, NATO, satellite states, 

shtetl, stasi, Yiddishl 

How and when 

will I be 

assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. End of topic knowledge test and extended 

response. 

Resources to 

use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk94jxs 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8k9q6f 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher.  

Enrichment 

opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a wide range of documentaries and books available on this topic. 

On YouTube there is a great series on the Cold War. Episodes of particular interest for 

Berlin are: 

https://youtu.be/G-qu7Qs8410?list=PL8hNHC9nbLlzb4miGp5pZPYCk9Zw0dGke – 

Berlin Airlift 

https://youtu.be/VVX-iOKty9k?list=PL8hNHC9nbLlzb4miGp5pZPYCk9Zw0dGke – 

the Wall 

https://youtu.be/kAHhS43P2hE?list=PL8hNHC9nbLlzb4miGp5pZPYCk9Zw0dGke – 

the fall of the wall. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk94jxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8k9q6f
https://youtu.be/G-qu7Qs8410?list=PL8hNHC9nbLlzb4miGp5pZPYCk9Zw0dGke
https://youtu.be/VVX-iOKty9k?list=PL8hNHC9nbLlzb4miGp5pZPYCk9Zw0dGke
https://youtu.be/kAHhS43P2hE?list=PL8hNHC9nbLlzb4miGp5pZPYCk9Zw0dGke


Year 9 – Module 4 – Britain since 1945 

Prior Learning 
Pupils have covered the development of Britain until the early 1900s and they have a 

good understanding of the events of the early 20th century.  

What will I 

learn? 

For whom did the United Kingdom become a ‘New Jerusalem’? 

• The Attlee government and verify report 

• Impact of the NHS and Welfare State 

• Social democracy and nationalisation 

• Changing role of women 

• Experience of immigrants 

We end the year with a look at the troubles in Northern Ireland. 

Next Steps 
GCSE History. 

Personal 

Development 

Pupils develop Resilience by examining both the hopes and challenges of creating a 

fairer society. Through studying the NHS, welfare reforms, and social change, they 

find Aspiration in collective progress and equality. Considering women’s 

experiences, immigration, and Northern Ireland’s Troubles builds Community 

awareness, empathy, and respect for diversity. By following the Example of those 

who worked for justice and inclusion, pupils learn the enduring value of compassion, 

perseverance, and shared responsibility. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Beveridge Report, Immigration, Nationalisation, NHS, Racism, Sectarian, Socialism, The 
Troubles, Welfare State, 

How and when 

will I be 

assessed? 

Formative: Verbal feedback in lessons. Whole Class Feedback and Deliberate 

Practice Writing Lessons which will receive individualised feedback. 

Resources to use 

BBC Bitesize – History: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjndmp3/revision/2 

 

Carousel Learning – Access Through Homework and Study Packs provided by your 

teacher. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/videos/spotlight-

on/spotlight-on-beveridge-report/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zdwy3j6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjndmp3/revision/2
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/students/videos/spotlight-on/spotlight-on-beveridge-report/
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zdwy3j6


Year 10 – Term 1 – The People’s Health, c.1250 to present 

Prior Learning 
Pupils will have covered the Black Death in Year 7 so will have some residual 

understanding of what it was.  

What will I learn? 

Pupils will cover 750+ years of approaches to public health. Three issues will be 

addressed consistently throughout the study: 
o The impact of living conditions on people’s health  

o The response to epidemics  

o Attempts to improve public health 

Next Steps 

The Elizabethans topic will follow on to this study. The time frame of that topic 

coincides with the Early Modern Period of this study. Furthermore; the Industrial 

topic will provide context to Quarry Bank Mill.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit will aid your personal development by helping to develop an 

understanding of the diverse lives and experiences of the inhabitants of Britain 

across a 750 year period. This thematic study should enable learners to understand 

changes and continuities in public health in Britain from c.1250 to the present. The 

study should reveal wider changes in aspects of society over the centuries, allowing 

learners to understand the most significant characteristics of different ages and to 

make comparisons between different periods of history. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, significant, 
evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Epidemic, Lifestyle, Living Conditions, Monasteries, Pandemic, Plague, Pollution, Public 
Health, Reform, Urbanisation 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

This unit forms the first section of Paper 1. It is assessed by 4 questions based 

around knowledge and understanding. Like all OCR B History topics this unit is 

equivalent to 20% of the total grade.  

Resources to use 

Revision Guides are available to be purchased through school – this will be made 

available later in Year 10. 

Pupils will receive a ‘Core Knowledge’ booklet with the key knowledge from the 

course in bullet point lists, supported with Carousel Quizzes for them to use for 

directed and independent practice. 

 Useful revision from BBC Bitesize - The people’s health, c.1250 to the present day 

- GCSE History Revision - OCR B - BBC Bitesize 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

The Black Death: An Intimate History – John Hatcher. This book looks at the Black 

Death through the lives of the inhabitants of Walsham-le-Willows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrc7m39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrc7m39


Year 10 – Term 2 – The Elizabethans 1580 - 1603 

Prior Learning 
In the previous terms the pupils will have covered Public Health Thematic Study 

and in the previous Year the other three topics of the GCSE course.   

What will I learn? 

The unit is structured around 5 key enquiries: 

• How powerful was Elizabeth? 

• Was the decline of Catholicism in England a direct consequence of state 

persecution? 

• How diverse were the lives of the Elizabethans? 

• Why is it not quite right to characterise the Elizabethan Age as a ‘Golden 

Age’ in terms of popular culture? 

• What did the Elizabethan explorers achieve?  

Next Steps 
This is the second unit of the OCR B specification and the second part of Paper 1. 

This will be followed by papers 2 and 3.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit will aid your personal development by helping to develop an 

understanding of the diverse lives and experiences of the Elizabethans at a time 

when political, economic and religious tensions tested the stability of the kingdom. 

It will increase knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and 

value.  

Finally, you will gain an understanding and appreciation of the wide range of 

cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Act, Court, Heretic, Monarch, Parliament, Privy Council, Radical, Vagrant, 
Witchcraft 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

This unit forms the second section of Paper 1. It is assessed by 4 questions based 

around interpretations. Like all OCR B History topics this unit is equivalent to 20% 

of the total grade.  

Resources to use 

Revision Guides are available to be purchased through school – this will be made 

available later in Year 10. 

Pupils will receive a ‘Core Knowledge’ booklet with the key knowledge from the 

course in bullet point lists, supported with Carousel Quizzes for them to use for 

directed and independent practice. 

Useful revision from BBC Bitesize - Elizabeth I - GCSE History Revision - OCR B 

- BBC Bitesize 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

A visit to Houghton Tower, an Elizabethan Home is well worth the trip. 

An interactive website by Royal Museums Greenwich - Queen Elizabeth I | Royal 

Museums Greenwich (rmg.co.uk) 

The Time Travellers Guide to Elizabethan England by Ian Mortimer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwynhv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwynhv4


Year 10 – Term 3 – History Around Us: Lancaster Castle 

Prior Learning 
In the previous two Terms Paper 1 has been covered. 

Previous learning on the Industrial Revolution. . 

What will I learn? 

• How typical is Quarry Bank Mill as a mill in the early 1800s?? 

o The founding of QBM 

o Changes made to the site by Samuel Greg to suit its original purpose  

o Comparisons made with similar local sites: Cromford 

• How has the site changed over tome? 

o Expansion under Robert Greg 

o Decline and closure 

o Repurpose as a working industrial textile mill factory  

• What can the site reveal about living conditions? 

• How can the site be a useful source of evidence? 

o The benefits and challenges of using the site as a historian 

o What QBM reveals about attitudes and wider events in the country’s 

history 

o How the site can be interpreted  

Next Steps 
This unit will likely be followed up with around 1 topic of the Viking Expansion 

unit in the next year.  

Personal 

Development 

You will gain an understanding of the history you see all around you, and how this 

can be used to learn about the past and North-West heritage. You will also gain an 

appreciation of diversity of experience, and an understanding of how national 

changes can affect local areas.  

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature. ,   

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

This unit comprises paper 2. Pupils will face three questions of which they need to 

pick and answer 2. Each is worth 20 marks with a further 5 marks for SPaG 

Resources to use 

Pupils will receive a ‘Core Knowledge’ booklet with the key knowledge from the 

course in bullet point lists, supported with Carousel  Quizzes for them to use for 

directed and independent practice. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

A visit to Quarry Bank Mill is a must – we do run a trip to the mill at the end of 

Year 10. 

A good revision practice might be to take someone there and guide them around 

it/point out important features and what they tell us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 11 – Term 1 – Viking Expansion c.750 – c.1050 

Prior Learning 

Pupils will have touched on the Vikings in year 7 through their interaction with the 

Anglo-Saxons and in the events surrounding the year 1066. They may have 

misconceptions and stereotypes of what a Viking is gained from TV shows, books 

etc. 

What will I learn? 

• What mattered to Vikings in the Homelands? 

• How typical were Viking interactions with England 793 - 878?  

• Which was the most successful Viking settlement? 

• Which Viking King left the greatest legacy? 

• How should we characterise the Volga Vikings? 

Next Steps 
This half term will be followed up by the completion of the topic in the second half 

term concerning the important Viking rulers of the time period.  

Personal 

Development 

This unit will aid your personal development by understanding how ideas and 
stereotypes can be challenged and increase your ability to be reflective about their 

own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life. It will increase 

knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and value.  

Finally, you will gain an understanding and appreciation of the wide range of 

cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Arab world, Assimilation, Berserker, Byzantine, Raid, Scandinavia, Settlement, 
Slavic, Viking 

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

This unit forms the first section of Paper 3. It is assessed by two or three knowledge 

recall questions, and three essay questions of various length. Like all OCR B 

History topics this unit is equivalent to 20% of the total grade.  

Across the Unit pupils will complete, at a minimum, each exam question three times 

equalling three past papers being sat. 

Resources to use 

This Unit is not covered by the revision guide purchasable through school – as a 

result, you will be provided with one. 

Pupils will receive a ‘Core Knowledge’ booklet with the key knowledge from the 

course in bullet point lists, supported with Carousel Quizzes for them to use for 

directed and independent practice. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

The Jorvik Museum in York is both worth a visit in person and to the website.  

Who were they? http://jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk/who-were-the-vikings/  

Jorvik - http://jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk/who-were-the-vikings/how-did-they-live/  
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Year 11 – Term 2 – Living under Nazi Rule, 1933 - 45 

Prior Learning 

We have chosen to begin the GCSE with Living Under Nazi Rule for two key 

reasons: 

• Following Year 9, pupils will be familiar with the timeframe of this topic  

• They will have some foundational knowledge which can be built upon and 

developed making recall later easier. 

What will I learn? 

• How Hitler and the Nazis established their dictatorship 1933-34 

• How the Nazis controlled the German people and why opposition was not 

effective 

• How the lives of the German people were affected by Nazi policies 

• The impacts of the Second World War on Nazi Germany and the growth of 

opposition 

• The differing impacts of and responses to Nazi Rule during WW2. 

Next Steps 
This is the first unit covered of the OCR B history Specification. 

This will be followed up with interleaved revision..   

Personal 

Development 

This world depth study should enable learners to understand the impact of the Nazi 

dictatorship on people’s lives both within Germany and across occupied Europe. It 

explores the interplay of political, economic, social, racial and cultural forces at 

work in these societies. 

Literacy 

Key words/terms will be introduced through using a Frayer Model or etymology 

activity where appropriate.  

Extracts from academic texts will be read and used supported, where necessary, with 

glossaries and whole-class reading. 

Explicit teaching of writing, literacy and oracy throughout each unit.  

Key vocabulary 

(AWL 

highlighted) 

Analyse, factor, period, research, individual, source, role, interpret, assess, 
significant, evaluate, primary, site, category, feature.  
Abolition, Boycott, Communist, Constitution, Democracy, Dictator, Ghetto, 
Nationalist, Patriotism, Propaganda, Resistance,  

How and when 

will I be assessed? 

This unit forms the second section of Paper 3. It is assessed by 3 questions which 

are which cover the breadth of the topic. Like all OCR B History topics this unit is 

equivalent to 20% of the total grade. 

Across the Unit pupils will complete, at a minimum, each exam question three times 

equalling three past papers being sat. 

Resources to use 

Revision Guides are available to be purchased through school 

Pupils will receive a ‘Core Knowledge’ booklet with the key knowledge from the 

course in bullet point lists, supported with Carousel Study Packs  for them to use for 

directed and independent practice. 

Useful revision from BBC Bitesize - Germany - GCSE History Revision - OCR B - 

BBC Bitesize 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Online Exhibitions — United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (ushmm.org) 

Auschwitz-Birkenau 

There are lots of documentaries on Netflix, YouTube etc. Please ask your teacher.  
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