


Year 7 - Half Term 1 — INTRODUCTION TO DRAMA

Prior Learning

Students who have attended Performing Arts Academies, participated in Stage School
Workshops, or completed LAMDA exams may already have a broad range of drama
experience. For others, their only exposure to performance might be through the annual
school production or Nativity play. Regardless of background, all students are welcomed
into a supportive environment where everyone can grow in confidence and skill.

Students will begin by learning the foundational rules of working in a practical
performance space. They will explore a variety of drama techniques, developing their
ability to plan, rehearse, and perform.
Techniques covered this half term include:

o Freeze Frames

e Thought Tracking (Thoughts Aloud)

What will | o
learn? ) Improwsatmn
e Mime
e Narration
e Physical Theatre
Collaborative learning is at the heart of this unit, with warm-up games, group work, and
live demonstrations helping students develop both skills and confidence in front of an
audience (their classmates!).
The teamwork and communication skills developed in drama are essential to successful
Next Steps performance and form the basis of all work in theatre, film, and television. These
experiences also support broader personal development and social interaction.
Students will meet new peers, share ideas in group and paired tasks, and build the
confidence to perform in front of others. Key personal skills developed include:
e Active listening
Personal e Turn-taking

Development

e Constructive feedback

e Observational skills
These are all transferable beyond drama and contribute to becoming well-
rounded, articulate individuals.

Students will use key terminology provided in their workbooks, which align with lesson
resources and PowerPoints. Regular recall opportunities - via in-class activities and

Literacy homework - support the learning of Tier 3 (subject-specific) vocabulary. End-of-half-term
evaluations will include the use of Tier 2 vocabulary to support deeper understanding.

Key Freeze frame, th.ought traFking, improvisat.ion, gesture, n‘arration, narrato.r, prepare?d,

o spontaneous, mime, physical theatre, routine, collaboration, respond, devise, benefit, area,
establish, interpret, role, structure, process.

How and Ongoing: Formative in-class assessments through mini-performances with verbal feedback

. from teachers and peers.
when will | be . . .
assessed? End of Unit: A formal assessment combining a short group performance and a written test

evaluating technical understanding and key vocabulary.

Resources to
use

Drama Booklet, Lesson PowerPoints and shared learning materials (available in the shared
area)

Enrichment
opportunities

e Join BRAVO!, our extracurricular theatre group, and take part in our annual school
production.

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite and represent the school in the Dance Festival and
competition.

e Volunteer for school liturgies and Masses by reading or helping behind the scenes.

e Explore training outside of school—join a local drama, dance, or singing class.




Year 7 - Half Term 2 — STAGE CRAFT

Prior Learning

Building on the skills developed in the first unit, this topic deepens students’
understanding of dramatic techniques and performance preparation. Students will
apply collaborative learning to plan, rehearse, and perform effectively, using the
foundational tools of theatre introduced earlier.

What will | learn?

In this unit, students will explore the key elements of performing for a live audience,

including:
e Stagecraft: Entrances and exits, blocking, types of stages, and stage
positioning

e Theatre Etiquette: Learning how to behave as both a performer and an
audience member
The unit concludes with a devised performance of The Lesson by Roger McGough,
where students will apply the dramatic techniques covered in the previous half term.

This unit provides essential knowledge for live performance, emphasizing the process
of planning, devising, rehearsing, and refining work. These skills are crucial for

Next Steps . .
P progression in drama and are the foundation for all theatre and performance-based
work.
Through group work, students develop vital interpersonal skills such as:
o Effective communication
Listening and discussing ideas
Personal * 5 :

Development

e Solving problems collaboratively

e Resilience and adaptability through rehearsal and revision
These are transferable skills that benefit students across other subjects and future
careers.

Literacy

Students will engage with key drama terminology, supported through workbooks,
classroom resources, and PowerPoints.
e The chosen performance text, The Lesson by Roger McGough (Flesch Reading
Score: 100), supports students in exploring dialogue, rhythm, and tone.
e Students will complete a written evaluation using Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary
to reflect on their learning and performance.

Key vocabulary

Stage, cue, entrance, exit, audience, diagonals, blocking, proxemics, dynamics,
director, ‘the book’, wings, backdrop, backstage, props, set, strike (the set), theatre in
the round, traverse, thrust, end-on, proscenium arch, promenade, upstage,
downstage, centre stage, stanza, respond, role, process, assess, create.

How and when
will | be assessed?

Formative Assessment: Ongoing in-class performances with verbal feedback from
teachers and peers.

Summative Assessment: End-of-unit group performance focusing on line learning,
vocal and physical expression, followed by a written self-evaluation.

Resources to use

The Lesson by Roger McGough
Drama booklets
PowerPoints and learning materials available in the shared area

Enrichment
opportunities

¥, Get Involved in the Performing Arts! ©

e BRAVO! —Join our extracurricular theatre group and participate in our annual
school show

e Dance.Team.Elite — Audition to perform at the Dance Festival and represent
the school in competitions

e Faith & Community Events — Volunteer to read or support during school
Masses and liturgical activities

e External Training — Join local drama, dance, or singing classes to develop your
talents further.




Year 7 - Half Term 3 — TEXT

Prior Learning

Following Units 1 and 2, students are now well equipped to use dramatic techniques
and perform on a stage setting in front of an audience. These skills will be further
developed by using a script and working with existing plot and characters. Students
should now be confident on the different types of stages, stage positions and how to
behave as an audience member.

What will | learn?

Students will study a play and explore various approaches to working with a script:
e On-text and off-text improvisation
e Linelearning
e Basic directing techniques
They will choose a scene to prepare and perform in pairs or small groups for their
assessment. This unit also introduces key script-related vocabulary and supports
reading development. Students will begin to explore character development,
deepening their understanding of motivation, backstory, and emotional expression.

Next Steps

These early experiences with scripted performance lay the groundwork for tackling
more complex texts and performing in larger ensembles. Mastering line learning,
developing character interaction, and collaborating effectively are essential steps
toward success in advanced drama work. Scripted performance also directly
supports Unit 1 of Edugas Performing Arts, a skill revisited in Year 8, Half Terms 1/3.

Personal
Development

This unit fosters vital transferable skills, including:
e Clear speech and voice projection
e Respect for personal space during performance
e Responsive communication with fellow performers
Students will develop empathy by engaging with a character’s inner world and
emotions. Proper theatre etiquette - both on stage and in the audience - is
reinforced throughout the unit.

Literacy

Students will engage with the play through:

e Whole-class and paired reading

e Workbook-based reciprocal reading tasks

e Disciplinary literacy embedded in PowerPoints and resources
A half-term evaluation will include Tier 2 vocabulary to support deeper understanding
and accurate expression in written work.

Key vocabulary

Scripted, set, costume, performance space, act, scene, character, movement, voice,
gesture, motivation, off-text improvisation, on-text improvisation, analyse, approach,
respond, area, establish, role, structure, identify, assume, context, select, appropriate,
participate, evaluate, assist, achieve.

How and when
will | be assessed?

Formative Assessment: Ongoing in-class feedback from teachers and peers during
rehearsals. Summative Assessment: End-of-unit small group performance in front of
an audience. Students will choose the excerpt they wish to perform. Assessment will
focus on vocal delivery, character portrayal, interaction, and confidence.

Resources to use

e Drama booklets

e PowerPoints and shared learning resources
e How to write a play — BBC Bitesize

e AKestrel for a Knave — Background reading
e How to use a script — YouTube

e Script performance examples — YouTube

Enrichment
opportunities

e Join BRAVO! — Our school’s extracurricular theatre group with an annual show

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Represent the school at the Dance Festival and
in competitions

e Volunteer for liturgical events — Read or assist during Whole School Masses

e Pursue training outside school — Join local drama, dance, or singing classes



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/328766.A_Kestrel_for_a_Knave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hYspvDXBOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7YA8i4a5b8

Year 7 - Half Term 4 - MONOLOGUES

Students are now confident working collaboratively and applying core drama skills
and techniques in performance. They have developed an understanding of how a play
is structured and presented, explored a range of characters, and learned the
importance of engaging and performing to an audience.

Prior Learning

In this unit, students will be introduced to Naturalism - a realistic style of theatre -
and to the influential theatre practitioner Konstantin Stanislavski.
Key learning includes:
e Studying and performing Mickey’s monologue “/ wish | was our Sammy” from
Blood Brothers
e Selecting a song and adapting it into a monologue (known as a “songologue”)
e Applying Naturalistic techniques to their writing and performance
e Learning how to craft a performance that emotionally connects and “hooks”
an audience
Students will complete creative homework tasks, including writing monologues. For
their assessment, students will choose to either perform an original monologue
they’ve written or select and perform a published monologue or songologue.

What will | learn?

For students considering Eduqas Performing Arts, this unit builds vital experience.
Next Steps They will need to both perform existing monologues and devise original scripts,
making the work in this unit a strong foundation for future study and performance.

This unit encourages students to:
e Work independently and manage their own creative projects

Personal e Meet deadlines and complete tasks efficiently

Development e Develop creative writing skills and an understanding of subtext, both of which
are transferable to English and other subjects

e Gain confidence in self-expression and performing solo

e Study the monologue “I wish | was our Sammy” (Flesch Reading Score: 84.6)
through guided reading and discussion

Literacy e Complete a reciprocal reading task in their drama booklets

e Take part in a half-term written evaluation, incorporating Tier 2 vocabulary
relevant to drama

Freeze Frame, Thoughts Aloud, Spontaneous Improvisation, Breaking the 4" wall,
Naturalism, Stanislavski, Monologue, Devising, Stimulus, Character, Subtext, Given
Circumstances, Unit, Objective, create, source, role, section, structure, process, issue,
identify, distribute, require, appropriate, assist.

Key vocabulary

e Formative Assessment: Ongoing in-class work with feedback from the teacher
How and when and peers

will | be assessed? e Summative Assessment: Students will write and perform their own
monologue, assessed by the teacher and through self-reflection

e Laminated script extracts
Resources to use e Drama booklets
e PowerPoints and shared digital resources

e Join BRAVO! — Our extracurricular theatre group that stages an annual school

production
e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Represent the school in the Dance Festival
Enrichment and competitions
opportunities e Support liturgical events — Volunteer to read or help during Whole School

Masses and celebrations
e Pursue performing arts outside school — Attend local drama, acting, dance, or
singing classes




Year 7 - Half Term 5 — MOVEMENT/DANCE

Prior Learning

Students who have attended dance schools or performing arts academies will bring a
range of skills across various dance genres - some may even be highly advanced. For
most, it is assumed they will have some concept of rhythm from primary music
lessons, along with experience from PE and school performances.

What will | learn?

Students will begin by learning the fundamentals of safe dance practice, including
warm-up and cool-down routines, followed by teacher-led choreography. They will
then have the opportunity to create their own movement sequences, applying what
they’ve learned. Students will respond to a variety of stimuli, including the musical
West Side Story—a cross-curricular link for those studying Romeo and Juliet in English.

These early skills in choreographed movement are a stepping stone for future

Next Steps performance work and will be especially useful for KS4 Drama and Performing Arts
qualifications, where students explore industry roles and career pathways.
Students will gain an understanding of:
e Health and safety in performance environments
Personal e Body awareness, flexibility, and fitness

Development

e How to support their own well-being through movement
These are essential lifelong skills that support both personal and academic
development.

Literacy

e Oracy: Emphasis on non-verbal communication and expressive movement

e Cloze procedure exercises in drama booklets

e Half-term evaluation using Tier 2 vocabulary embedded throughout drama
resources

Key vocabulary

Collaboration, ballet, step, routine, pattern, energy, rehearsal, jump, repetition, style,
cannon, artistic, space, dynamics, gesture, shuffle, action, motif, flow, cool down,
warm up, rhythm, choreography, pirouette, walks, leaps, kicks, create, area, role,
function, involve, method, section, structure, process, require, appropriate, assist,
injure, previous, select, maintain, final, participate, evaluate, achieve, approach,
environment, interpret, vary, require.

How and when
will | be assessed?

e Formative Assessment: Ongoing in-class feedback from teachers and peers.
Progress checks will be made at the end of each lesson, supported by targeted
feedback and “Even Better If” (EBI) suggestions.

e Summative Assessment: Students will perform their routines in small groups,
half-class, or whole-class performances. These may be filmed and assessed
using shared success criteria. Some assessments will be peer marked, with
students justifying their marks based on performance criteria.

Resources to use

e Drama booklets

e Clips from West Side Story on YouTube or the full film on Netflix

e Research the background of Romeo and Juliet and the Montague—Capulet feud
e Why warm up and cool down? —YouTube

Enrichment
opportunities

¥. Get Involved in the Performing Arts! &

e Join BRAVO! — Our extracurricular theatre group that stages an annual school
production

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Represent the school in the Dance Festival
and competitions

e Support liturgical events — Volunteer to read or help during Whole School
Masses and celebrations

e Pursue performing arts outside school — Attend local drama, acting, dance, or
singing classes



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tH2Q5abIeIs

Year 7 - Half Term 6 — INTRODUCTION TO THE PA INDUSTRY

Prior Learning

Students who have an agent or have attended casting calls outside of school will
already have a strong understanding and appreciation of the competitive nature of
the Performing Arts industry.

What will | learn?

Students will be introduced to the professional world of acting, focusing on the
requirements of casting and the roles within TV and film. They will explore how acting
for TV differs from stage performance. Students will work with a variety of casting
scripts and develop their own soap opera script.

All KS4 performances must be filmed, assessed in school, and submitted to the exam

Next Steps board for external moderation. Mastering on-camera performance is a vital skill for
successfully completing the Edugas Performing Arts qualification.
Personal Working to deadlines and performing confidently in front of peers are transferable

Development

skills essential for interviews and the workplace. Students will build confidence
through repeated practice in front of their classmates.

Literacy

Students will engage with a range of casting scripts, such as Anna & Frankie/Adam &
Frank (Flesch score: 85.9) and Lisa & Keiran (Flesch score: 92.1). There will be a half-
term evaluation incorporating Tier 2 vocabulary from the drama booklet.

Key vocabulary

Casting director, agent, rehearsal, deadline, task, script, casting, director, camera,
microscopic, natural, emotion, character, agency, facial expression, timing,
interaction, audition, off-book, cold read, improvisation, spotlight, self-tape, role,
involve, method, section, process, require, appropriate, assist, previous, select,
maintain, final, participate, evaluate, achieve, approach, environment, interpret, vary,
require.

How and when
will | be assessed?

e Formative: Ongoing verbal feedback from teachers and peers with progress
checks at the end of lessons, followed by targeted feedback and “Even Better
If” (EBI) suggestions.

e Summative: Workshop performances where groups demonstrate
improvements from a casting director’s perspective. Formal end-of-unit
assessment includes performing prepared soap opera scenes and casting
scripts.

Resources to use

e Drama booklets

e Apps to assist with line learning (e.g., Apps Every Actor Should Use)
e YouTube tutorials on audition preparation:

e How to Prepare

e What NOT to Do

Enrichment
opportunities

¥, Get Involved in the Performing Arts! ©
e Join BRAVO! - the school’s extracurricular theatre group staging an annual
production
e Audition for Dancetlite - participate in the Dance Festival and competitions
e Volunteer for liturgical events, including reading at Whole School Masses
e Attend local theatre, dance, acting, or singing classes outside school



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFWu1N9hP40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFWu1N9hP40

Year 8 - Half Term 1 & 2 — TEXT

Prior Learning

Students have previously worked on teacher-chosen scripts, developing skills such as
on-text and off-text improvisation, line learning, directing, and performing in pairs or
small groups. They should understand how to use a script correctly and be able to
project their voices clearly and confidently.

What will | learn?

Building on earlier work with simple scripts and small groups, students will apply a
deeper understanding to larger sections of text and more complex group dynamics.
They will study a range of extracts from the play Billy Liar, performing scripted scenes,
on-text improvisations, or off-text improvisations based on the studied extracts.
Vocabulary and comprehension will be regularly monitored.

In the next module, students will work with scripts in the style of Musical Theatre,

Next Steps incorporating song and dance. Mastery of script use and line learning is essential
before moving on to Year 9 (HT1), where Blood Brothers will be studied.
Students will develop greater confidence in presentation and public speaking—skills
Personal valuable for exam pitches, interviews, and the workplace. Speaking clearly, with

Development

control over pace, pitch, and projection, supports success in English and beyond. The
unit reinforces punctuality, meeting deadlines (e.g., for line learning), and good
etiquette as audience members.

Literacy

Students will have access to key terminology in their workbooks, aligned with
resources and PowerPoints. Regular recall opportunities, including homework tasks,
will reinforce Tier 3 vocabulary. The play Billy Liar will be explored, and a half-term
evaluation will include Tier 2 vocabulary from the drama booklet.

Key vocabulary

Set, costume, performance space, act, scene, character, movement, voice, gesture.
AWL: analyse, approach, respond, area, establish, role, structure, identify, assume,
context, select, appropriate, participate, evaluate, assist, achieve.

How and when
will | be assessed?

e Formative: In-class verbal feedback from teachers and peers.
e Summative: Small group performances of chosen script sections, assessed
against clear criteria.

Resources to use

KEY WORDS TO TEST YOURSELF Using the online tool of ‘Quizlet
How to write a play - BBC Bitesize
How to Act Realistically ptl

How to Act Realistically pt2

Enrichment
opportunities

¥. Get Involved in the Performing Arts! &
e Join BRAVO! — school theatre group producing annual shows
e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — school dance festival and competitions
e Volunteer for liturgical events including Whole School Masses
e Enrollin local drama, acting, dance, or singing classes outside school



https://quizlet.com/gb/306313795/performance-texts-keywords-flash-cards/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsn4h39/articles/zx8kng8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLGxoS5ZDL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcmG49--mDM

Year 8 - Half Term 3 & 4 — MUSICAL THEATRE

Prior Learning

The skills developed through working on simple scripts and in small groups have been
crucial for successfully collaborating in larger groups and tackling longer, more
complex scripts. Students have gained a deeper understanding of working with new
scripts and performing extended sections of text. Their knowledge of dramatic
vocabulary continues to expand. Additionally, movement and dance skills acquired in
Year 7 will be vital for success in this Musical Theatre (MT) module.

What will | learn?

In this module, students will engage with the three core disciplines of Musical
Theatre: acting, singing, and dance. They will explore the award-winning musical
Wicked by Dean Pitchford and Walter Bobbie. Students will study stage acting, acting
through song, and acting through dance. Working in groups of 4-5, they will learn and
rehearse a scene, as well as the song and choreography for “One Short Day.” The
module culminates in preparing an ensemble performance for assessment.

Next Steps

The next opportunity to work with a Musical Theatre script will be in Year 9, when
students study Blood Brothers. The skills learned in this topic will support KS4 Edugas
Performing Arts students, who must produce a lengthy performance based on an
exam board brief, showcasing their best skills in acting, singing, and dancing.

Personal
Development

The MT module demands high standards of cooperation and teamwork. Students will
practice repeating, refining, editing, and polishing their work to achieve the best
performance possible. Listening skills are essential as the group works toward an
ensemble piece. Taking direction from the director is critical—a skill that mirrors
workplace expectations where employees must follow instructions from supervisors.
Students will also learn to accept and act on constructive criticism, which is key to
personal and professional growth.

Literacy

e Flesch Score for Wicked Script: 78.2

e Students will have access to key terms in their workbooks aligned with lesson
resources and PowerPoints.

e Regular recall opportunities, both in lessons and homework, will reinforce Tier
3 vocabulary.

Key vocabulary

Set, performance space, act, scene, character, movement, voice, gesture, repeat, edit,
polish, ensemble, direction, instruction, ‘from the top’, rhythm, approach, create,
environment, respond, area, establish, role, structure, context, select, appropriate,
participate, evaluate, assist, achieve.

How and when
will | be assessed?

o Formative Assessment: In-class feedback from teachers and peers throughout
the module.

e Summative Assessment: Formal end-of-unit assessment involving an
ensemble performance in front of an audience, showcasing line delivery,
characterisation, singing, and movement. Each group will choose their section
of the script from a selection provided by the teacher.

Resources to use

o Wicked The Musical | Wicked The Musical | Official Broadway Site

e Wicked (Original Broadway Cast Recording) Wicked (Original Broadway Cast
Recording) - YouTube

e WickedActivelearning TeacherintroductiontoWicked.pdf

e Wayne Cilento - Director & Choreographer (youtube.com)

e One Short Day - Wicked (Australian Cast) (youtube.com

Enrichment
opportunities

¥, Get Involved in the Performing Arts! ©
e Join BRAVO! — school theatre group producing annual shows
e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — school dance festival and competitions
e Volunteer for liturgical events including Whole School Masses
e Enrollin local drama, acting, dance, or singing classes outside school



https://wickedthemusical.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaHwSBnw447p9Hv9OGo5CmdliVXp5N2DA
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaHwSBnw447p9Hv9OGo5CmdliVXp5N2DA
file:///C:/Users/l.roberts/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_WickedActiveLearning_TeacherIntroductiontoWicked.zip/WickedActiveLearning_TeacherIntroductiontoWicked.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Nc2AApXEnkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GX_D70NZ9Lo

Year 8 - Half Term 5 & 6 — DEVISING

Prior Learning

In Year 7, students explored basic devising techniques, developing their own drama
pieces based on themes or stimuli. They have practiced skills such as freeze frame and
improvisation and have been required to create original work demonstrating these
techniques. Students have also studied the ‘Text’ module and should be familiar with
the basic elements of a script.

What will | learn?

In this unit, students will explore a variety of stimuli and learn to respond creatively
and purposefully using the G.R.I.D method. Working collaboratively in groups,
students will produce their own devised theatre pieces. They will continue to
experiment with theatrical devices, revisiting many techniques from Year 7, and will
also begin writing and refining their own scripts. This unit supports the development
of key social skills, including communication, creativity, confidence, commitment, and
cooperation.

The skill of devising and thinking on your feet is particularly valuable for actors
working in education, where performances often need to be adapted to suit different

Next Steps target audiences. At KS4, devising is a key part of the curriculum—candidates receive
a stimulus from the exam board and are required to create a piece of drama within a
set timeframe and according to specific task instructions.

This module develops essential skills including creativity, working with limited

Personal resources, teamwork, cooperation, meeting deadlines, reworking, repetition, editing,

Development

and polishing. Students will also cultivate initiative and self-motivation, with
opportunities to develop leadership skills, which some students may naturally
embrace.

Literacy

Students will have access to key terms in their workbooks aligned with lesson
materials and PowerPoints. Regular recall activities during lessons and homework will
help reinforce Tier 3 vocabulary.

Key vocabulary

Devising, ideas, discussion, plan, deadline, motivation, inspiration, narration,
improvisation, creativity, imagination, target audience, purpose, approach, create,
character, story, respond, area, establish, role, structure, process, select, appropriate,
participate, evaluate, assist, achieve, research, source, benefit, consist.

How and when
will | be assessed?

e Formative Assessment: Continuous in-class verbal feedback from teachers and
peers.

e Summative Assessment: Formal group devised performances presented to an
audience at the end of the unit.

Resources to use

e Research devising methods; BBC Bitesize - Creating Drama

e [nstruction and ideas online; Gecko Theatre Group

e Masterclass from National Theatre; Workshop for Devising

e Responding to Stimuli Using stimuli to develop ideas - Responding to a
stimulus - OCR - GCSE Drama Revision - OCR - BBC Bitesize

Enrichment
opportunities

¥. Get Involved in the Performing Arts! &
e Join BRAVO! — school theatre group producing annual shows
e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — school dance festival and competitions
e Volunteer for liturgical events including Whole School Masses
e Enrollin local drama, acting, dance, or singing classes outside school



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zg9x34j/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G9fwO4RgpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47QhuLMLDL8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zdm3pg8/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zdm3pg8/revision/1

Year 9 - Half Term 1 and 2 — PERFORMANCE OF EXISTING WORKS

Students will have developed a solid foundation in a variety of dramatic techniques.
They will have experience performing collaboratively and confidently in front of peers.
Their previous work includes Musical Theatre, dramatic texts, and devising skills. This
experience prepares them well for more complex text-based performance work.

Prior Learning

Students will engage with Blood Brothers, studying the play alongside their English
curriculum. Through practical workshops, students will explore key characters,
themes, and scenes. They will develop an understanding of character motivation,
subtext, and dramatic tension. Students will be assigned roles and work
collaboratively, with differentiation to match individual abilities. The emphasis is on
interpreting and performing existing scripts to build confidence and analytical skills.

What will | learn?

Looking ahead to Year 10, students will be expected to independently select and
research existing repertoire that aligns with creative briefs provided by the Eduqas
exam board. The skills developed in Year 9 - such as text analysis, character

Next Steps exploration, and collaborative performance - will be crucial in enabling success in
these more advanced projects. Additionally, the contextual knowledge gained from
studying Blood Brothers will enhance students’ understanding of social and historical
influences on drama, which is vital for their future coursework and exams.

This module prioritises transferable skills essential for both academic and personal
growth. Students will strengthen their ability to meet deadlines, collaborate
Personal effectively with others, and demonstrate initiative in their learning process. The
Development experience will also develop memory recall, helping students to internalize lines and
staging. Importantly, students will practice critical reflection by evaluating their own
and peers’ performances, fostering self-awareness and constructive critique skills.

Students will work with abridged extracts from Blood Brothers to accommodate
varied reading abilities while maintaining engagement with complex texts. Focus will
Literacy be placed on developing understanding and use of Tier 2 academic vocabulary
(describe, analyse, evaluate). Students will complete a written evaluation at the end
of the term, reflecting on their learning and performance.

Creative brief, stimulus, subtext, objective, freeze frame, flashback, flash-forward,
given circumstances, monologue, foreshadow, narrator, accent, contrasting, tone,
Key vocabulary scripted, dialogue, Naturalism, Stanislavski, blocking, describe, analyse, evaluate role,
select, appropriate, participate, assist, achieve, benefit, consist, individual, specific,
identify, final.

e Formative Assessment: students will receive regular verbal feedback from
teachers and peers, allowing them to refine their performances iteratively.

How and when e Summative Assessment: a performance of a Blood Brothers extract to
will | be assessed? demonstrate their comprehension of the play’s characters, themes, and social
context.

e Blood Brothers - Plot summary - Plot summary - AQA - GCSE English Literature
Revision - AQA - BBC Bitesize

e Blood Brothers - Characters overview - Characters - AQA - GCSE English
Literature Revision - AQA - BBC Bitesize

Resources to use

e Join BRAVO! — school theatre group producing annual shows

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — school dance festival and competitions
Enrichment e Volunteer for liturgical events including Whole School Masses
opportunities e Enrollinlocal drama, acting, dance, or singing classes outside school



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw8s2p3/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw8s2p3/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z22gp39/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z22gp39/revision/1

Year 9 - Half Term 3 and 4 - Introduction to Theatre Styles

Prior Learning

Throughout lower school, students will have developed a solid understanding of a
variety of drama techniques and have been exposed to a broad spectrum of plays and
texts across multiple genres. This foundation has equipped them with essential skills
in performance, script work, and collaborative creativity, preparing them for a deeper
exploration of theatrical styles.

What will | learn?

During this unit, students will be introduced to a range of influential theatre
practitioners and their distinctive styles. Through practical workshops and
performance tasks, students will explore and apply key techniques associated with
each style, developing both their performance skills and their understanding of
theatrical conventions. This hands-on approach will enable students to create a series
of mini-performances that showcase their grasp of diverse theatre methodologies.
The styles covered include:

¢ Naturalism (Stanislavski)

e Verbatim Theatre (Paget)

e Physical Theatre (Frantic Assembly):
Where appropriate, we will also cover Epic Theatre (Bertolt Brecht)

In Year 10, students will build on this foundational knowledge by devising their own
original pieces of theatre inspired by given stimuli. A thorough understanding of these

Next Steps . . . . .
P theatre styles will allow students to incorporate a wider range of techniques, resulting
in more sophisticated and compelling work during Unit 2 of their assessments.
This unit fosters vital transferable skills such as time management, teamwork, and
Personal personal initiative. Students will develop their ability to recall and apply theoretical

Development

knowledge practically, enhancing both memory and confidence. Collaborative
projects will also encourage effective communication, problem-solving, and
adaptability - qualities essential for success both on and off the stage.

Literacy

Students will have frequent opportunities to learn, recall, and articulate new
vocabulary linked to theatre styles and techniques. Key terminology will be reinforced
through workbook activities and integrated into lesson PowerPoints to ensure
consistent engagement with Tier 3 academic language.

Key vocabulary

Creative brief, stimulus, subtext, objective, freeze frame, flashback, flash-forward,
given circumstances, monologue, foreshadow, narration, round-by-through, chair
duet, push hands, mirror mirror variation, hands hymn, verfremdungseffekt, gestus,
placard, epic-theatre, naturalism, verbatim, physical theatre, describe, role, process,
select, appropriate, participate, evaluate, assist, achieve, benefit, consist, individual,
specific, identify, final.

How and when
will | be assessed?

e Formative Assessment: Students will be assessed throughout lessons via in-
class practical tasks and group workshops, with ongoing verbal feedback to
support their progress.

¢ Summative Assessment: At the end of the term, students will complete a
written assessment consisting of a series of questions designed to evaluate
their understanding of the theatre styles and techniques studied.

Resources to use

e Stanislavski - BBC Bitesize

e Frantic Assembly by Martha Overeynder (prezi.com)

e Exploring different theatrical genres and styles - Selecting a genre or
performance style - OCR - GCSE Drama Revision - OCR - BBC Bitesize

Enrichment
opportunities

e Join BRAVO! — school theatre group producing annual shows

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — school dance festival and competitions
e Volunteer for liturgical events including Whole School Masses

e Enrollin local drama, acting, dance, or singing classes outside school.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn4mp3/revision/1
https://prezi.com/a4vzcybmxi4u/frantic-assembly/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmn9382/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmn9382/revision/1

Year 9 — Half Term 5 and 6 - DEVISING

Prior Learning

In Year 7, students are introduced to devising drama, and develop original work
based on themes and stimuli (HT1/4/5). In Year 8, students engage in a more
structured devising scheme of work, allowing them to create and perform their own
mini-devised pieces, applying and extending the skills introduced in Year 7.

What will | learn?

Students will work collaboratively to develop an original piece of theatre inspired by a
range of stimuli, including an image, the poem "Refugee" by Brian Bilston and a
verbatim poem. They will incorporate at least two theatrical styles studied in the
previous term. Students will respond creatively, applying performance techniques
they have previously learned to devise, rehearse, and perform original work.
Students will rehearse independently and complete research to support the
development of their piece. They will consider design elements (setting, costume,
props, lighting), ensuring these choices support the intentions of their performance.

Next Steps

Students opting for Performing Arts will devise an original piece of theatre in response
to a given stimulus. The ability to devise and think creatively on your feet is a valuable
skill for actors, particularly those working in the education or community theatre
sectors, where performances often need to be adapted to suit different target
audiences. This unit will develop students' ability to respond imaginatively to a brief
while considering the needs of their audience and the purpose of their performance.

Personal
Development

Creativity, adaptability, and collaboration are key skills developed within this module.
Working with limited resources, students will learn the importance of teamwork,
cooperation, meeting deadlines, and refining ideas through repetition, editing, and
polishing. The module encourages initiative and independent thinking. Leadership
skills are fostered throughout the process, with opportunities for students to take on
leadership roles within their groups - something many will naturally gravitate towards.

Literacy

As part of this unit, students will study the poem "Refugee" by Brian Bilston, using it
as a stimulus to explore themes of displacement, identity, and empathy. We will
discuss structure, language, and meaning. To support literacy and comprehension,
students will have access to Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary. At the end of the unit,
students will complete a self-evaluation, reflecting on their creative process,
collaboration, and final performance. The Flesch Reading Ease Score for "Refugee” by
Brian Bilston is approximately 69.7, accessible and suitable for upper Key Stage 3
students, with a balance of familiar and more advanced vocabulary.

Key vocabulary

Devising, ideas, discussion, plan, deadline, motivation, inspiration, narration,
improvisation, creativity, imagination, target audience, describe, approach, create,
respond, area, establish, role, structure, process, select, appropriate, participate,
evaluate, assist, achieve, research, source, benefit, consist.

How and when
will | be assessed?

Students will be assessed in-class formative assessment, including verbal feedback
from both teachers and peers during the rehearsal and development process. A
formal end-of-unit assessment will take place in the form of group performances,
which will be delivered in front of an audience. This may include invited Year 7
students, with the option to extend the performance to a school assembly or visiting
primary schools.

Resources to use

e Research best methods for how to devise; BBC Bitesize - Creating Drama
e Watch instruction and ideas online; Gecko Theatre Group
e Masterclass from National Theatre; Workshop for Devising

Enrichment
opportunities

e Join BRAVO! — school theatre group producing annual shows

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — school dance festival and competitions
e Volunteer for liturgical events including Whole School Masses

e Enrollin local drama, acting, dance, or singing classes outside school



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zg9x34j/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G9fwO4RgpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47QhuLMLDL8

Year 10 — Half Term 1 — Introduction

Prior Learning

Students have explored both scripted and devised drama, developing a broad
understanding of theatrical performance. They have worked with a variety of texts and
performance styles, allowing them to identify and build on their individual strengths -
whether as actors, singers, dancers, or even as confident triple-threat performers.

What will | learn?

This module is designed to prepare students for the Performing Arts Award by
consolidating the skills and knowledge they have gained throughout Key Stage 3. It offers
an insight into the expectations of the course and helps students build confidence in their
abilities as performers.
Students will engage in a variety of practical drama tasks that explore key performance
techniques and theatrical styles. These activities are designed to bridge any gaps in
understanding and support both individual and group development. For many students,
this will be their first opportunity to collaborate with others who share their passion for
the performing arts.
As part of the module, students will:
¢ Rehearse and perform a mock Unit 1 piece using existing repertoire.
o Create and rehearse a short devised performance to be showcased at the school
Open Evening.
o Reflect on and evaluate the success of their performance work.
e Develop skills in acting, movement, and/or vocal performance in solo, paired, or
group contexts.
By the end of this module, students will have a clearer understanding of their personal
strengths as performers and feel more confident about the demands of the Performing
Arts Award.

Next Steps

Students will be expected to work collaboratively on a group-devised performance in
response to a given stimulus. They will draw on the skills developed throughout Key Stage
3 and Year 10 to create their assessment piece. Throughout the process, students will
document their progress and reflect on the development of their work, culminating in an
evaluation of their final performance.

Personal
Development

Performance tasks are designed not only to develop students’ artistic abilities but also to
nurture key personal attributes. Through drama, students learn to reflect thoughtfully,
engage eagerly in the learning process, act with integrity, and collaborate effectively with
others. These experiences help them grow into confident, empathetic individuals
equipped to thrive in wider society. Throughout this module, students continue to build
essential personal and interpersonal skills, including respectful communication, openness
to differing viewpoints, and resilience in new situations. For many, this will be their first
time performing in front of an audience, offering a valuable opportunity to develop
confidence and self-awareness. Transferable skills such as meeting deadlines, working as
part of a team, showing initiative, and applying knowledge creatively are embedded
throughout. In particular, students will strengthen memory recall and learn to put theory
into practice through rehearsals and live performance.

Literacy

Students will complete a mock evaluation of their performance, demonstrating their
ability to describe, analyse, and evaluate both their individual contribution and the overall
effectiveness of the piece. These evaluative skills have been embedded throughout Key
Stage 3 and are now applied in greater depth. In preparation for the formal assessment,
students will also complete a series of mock Unit 1 and Unit 2 tasks, giving them
experience of the expectations and structure of the Performing Arts Award. This will
support their understanding of the assessment criteria and help build confidence ahead of
the official assignment submissions.

Key vocabulary

Accuracy, brief, devised drama, coordination, communication, control, coping,
interpretation, scripted, practitioners, target audience theatre styles, analysis,




communicate, contribute, create, describe, demonstrate, evaluate, identify, involve,
participate, react, role, structure.

How and when
will | be
assessed?

The first assessment is formative and designed to help students build confidence while
gaining valuable insight and feedback in preparation for their summative Unit 1 and Unit 2
assessments.

Resources to use

Mark Schemes:

It is a good idea for students to become familiar with the mark schemes for both Unit 1
and Unit 2. These will help students understand how their work will be assessed. All
students have been given a copy, and they can also be accessed via the Edugas website:
Edugas Specification & Mark Schemes

Textbooks:

All students will be issued a course textbook. This must be kept in good condition and
returned at the end of the course.

Plays and Scripts:

Copies of set texts and additional plays are available in the Drama Office. Students are
encouraged to borrow and read widely to support their practical and written work.

Enrichment
opportunities

¥ Get Involved in the Performing Arts! ©
Join BRAVO! — Our exciting extracurricular theatre group that puts on a full-scale
production every year. A fantastic chance to shine on stage and work as part of a
creative team!

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Showcase your skills and passion for dance by
representing our school in the Dance Festival and Dance Competitions. Open to all
dedicated and enthusiastic dancers.

e Lend Your Voice! — Volunteer for liturgical events and school Masses. We're always
looking for confident readers and those who want to support our school’s spiritual
life.

e Train Beyond the School Gates —Join a local theatre school or take extra classes in
acting, dance, or singing to take your skills to the next level.



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 10 — Half Term 2 — Creating

Prior Learning

Students will have consolidated their basic performance skills by studying a range of
practitioners and theatre styles (Y10 HT1). They have completed mock scripted and
devised performances and have performed in front of each other and an audience during
Open Evening.

What will | learn?

This half term, we begin working towards Unit 2: Creating. Students will receive an
assignment brief from the exam board and will be asked to create a devised performance
in response to the brief, either individually, in pairs, or in groups. Students will learn key
terminology to help them complete Task 1. They will also start Task 2, which involves
maintaining a development log to track their rehearsals and record the exploration and
growth of their ideas in response to the devised performance or creative brief.
Additionally, students will begin rehearsals for Task 3, the devised performance, applying
the skills and knowledge developed last half term.

The skills developed in this unit will prepare students for Unit 3, which they will study in
Year 11. In Unit 3, students must develop their own devised piece in response to a

Next Steps stimulus provided by the exam board. They will complete the performance exam (Task 3)
as well as the evaluation (Task 4).
In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate effectively with
Personal others. Students continue to build their personal skills by accepting different points of
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view and improving their communication. For many, this will be their first experience
performing in front of an audience. This module emphasizes transferable skills such as
meeting deadlines, collaborating with others, and showing initiative. It also supports the
development of memory recall and applying knowledge in practice.

Key vocabulary

Voice, devising, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative
structure, style, techniques, devices, character, development log, stimuli, brief, produce,
outline, creative brief, exploration, development, analyse, assess, communicate,
contribute, create, demonstrate, evaluate, identify, involve, participate, react, role,
sequence, structure, technology.

How and when
will | be
assessed?

Unit 2 will be assessed against the Technical Award criteria. Students will complete the
first Controlled Assessment for Unit 2: Task 1 — Outline the components you considered
when writing your creative brief. They will also begin Task 2 — Produce a development
log and start rehearsals for Task 3, recording the start of their rehearsal process.

Resources to use

Mark Schemes: It is a good idea for students to become familiar with the mark schemes
for both Unit 1 and Unit 2. These will help students understand how their work will be
assessed. All students have been given a copy, and they can also be accessed via the
Edugas website: Eduqgas Specification & Mark Schemes

Textbooks: All students will be issued a course textbook. This must be kept in good
condition and returned at the end of the course.

Plays and Scripts: Copies of set texts and additional plays are available. Students are
encouraged to borrow and read widely to support their practical and written work.

Enrichment
opportunities

Join BRAVO! — Our exciting extracurricular theatre group that puts on a full-scale
production every year.

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Showcase your skills and passion for dance by
representing our school in the Dance Festival and Dance Competitions. Open to all
dedicated and enthusiastic dancers.

e Lend Your Voice! — Volunteer for liturgical events and school Masses. We're always
looking for readers and those who want to support our school’s spiritual life.

e Train Beyond the School Gates — Join a local theatre school or take extra classes in
acting, dance, or singing to take your skills to the next level.



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 10 — Half Term 3 — Creating

Prior Learning

Students have started to develop their initial ideas in response to the brief and have
completed Assignment Task 1.

What will | learn?

Students will continue creating their devised performance for Unit 2. This half term, they
will build on the skills acquired last half term to develop their own original work during
rehearsals. They will explore different styles, theatrical devices, scriptwriting, characters,
and narrative structure — all concepts previously covered in KS3 and Year 10. Students
will also continue working on their development log (Task 2), which is to be submitted
alongside their devised performance in May of Year 10.

Next Steps

Students will use the skills developed in this unit to prepare an existing piece of repertoire
for Unit 1 and a devised performance for Unit 3. They will also be expected to act on
feedback from their Unit 2 performances to complete Task 4.

Personal
Development

In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits, so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate effectively with
others. These qualities equip students with the skills they need to thrive in society.
Students continue to develop their personal skills by accepting different points of view and
improving their communication. For many, this will be their first experience performing in
front of an audience. This module emphasises transferable skills such as meeting
deadlines, collaborating with others, and showing initiative. It also supports the
development of memory recall and applying knowledge in practical situations.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative structure, style,
techniques, devices, character, development log, devised, stimuli, brief, produce, outline,
creative brief, exploration, development, analyse, assess, communicate, contribute, create,
demonstrate, evaluate, identify, involve, participate, react, role, sequence, structure,
technology.

How and when
will | be
assessed?

Students will complete their practical assessment for Unit 2 during HT4 (before Easter).
They will be formatively assessed through mini mock performances to receive feedback.
Recording will take place in the middle of the process.

Resources to use

Mark Schemes:

It is a good idea for students to become familiar with the mark schemes for both Unit 1
and Unit 2. These will help students understand how their work will be assessed. All
students have been given a copy, and they can also be accessed via the Edugas website:
Edugas Specification & Mark Schemes

Textbooks:

All students will be issued a course textbook. This must be kept in good condition and
returned at the end of the course.

Plays and Scripts:

Copies of set texts and additional plays are available in the Drama Office. Students are
encouraged to borrow and read widely to support their practical and written work.

Enrichment
opportunities

Join BRAVO! — Our exciting extracurricular theatre group that puts on a full-scale
production every year. A fantastic chance to shine on stage and work as part of a
creative team!

e Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Showcase your skills and passion for dance by
representing our school in the Dance Festival and Dance Competitions. Open to all
dedicated and enthusiastic dancers.

e Lend Your Voice! — Volunteer for liturgical events and school Masses. We're always
looking for confident readers and those who want to support our school’s spiritual
life.

e Train Beyond the School Gates — Join a local theatre school or take extra classes in
acting, dance, or singing to take your skills to the next level.



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 10 — Half Term 4 — Creating

Prior Learning

Students have completed Unit 2 Task 1 and maintained a log of their rehearsals in their
development log (Task 2). They have spent time rehearsing individually, in pairs, or groups
to devise their own theatre performance in response to a stimulus provided by the exam
board.

What will | learn?

Students will continue developing their performances in preparation for the Unit 2
practical exam. They will also complete their development logs, which are due for
submission in May. Students will film a milestone of their progress to include as part of
their coursework. They will engage in peer assessment, practicing how to give effective
feedback, an important part of the controlled assessment. This term, students will
complete their performance exam (Task 3) and submit their development log (Task 2).

Students will evaluate their performances in Task 4. All Unit 2 coursework must be

Next Steps submitted by the beginning of May for external moderation.
In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate effectively with
others. These qualities equip students with the skills they need to flourish in society.
Personal Students continue to develop their personal skills by accepting different points of view and

Development

improving their communication. For many, this will be their first experience performing in
front of an audience. This module emphasises transferable skills such as meeting
deadlines, collaborating with others, and showing initiative. It also supports the
development of memory recall and applying knowledge in practical situations.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative structure, style,
techniques, devices, character, development log, devised, stimuli, brief, produce, outline,
creative brief, exploration, development, analyse, assess, communicate, contribute, create,
demonstrate, evaluate, identify, involve, participate, react, role, sequence, structure,
technology.

How and when
will | be
assessed?

Unit 2 marks will be submitted along with the work sent for external moderation.
Formative in-class assessments will include watching students perform existing repertoire
in preparation for Unit 1.

Recording will take place at the end of the process.

Resources to use

For more information on the course outline, visit:

Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Performing Arts — edugas.co.uk

To improve your understanding of reviewing drama, see:

Writing about and evaluating theatre — BBC Bitesize GCSE Drama Revision

It is important to be familiar with the mark schemes. Students have copies of these, and
they can also be found in the exam specification here:

Mark Schemes — Edugas

All students will be assigned a textbook, which must be returned at the end of the course.

Enrichment
opportunities

Join BRAVO! — Our exciting extracurricular theatre group that puts on a full-scale
production every year. A fantastic chance to shine on stage and work as part of a
creative team!

¢ Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Showcase your skills and passion for dance by
representing our school in the Dance Festival and Dance Competitions. Open to all
dedicated and enthusiastic dancers.

e Lend Your Voice! — Volunteer for liturgical events and school Masses. We’re always
looking for confident readers and those who want to support our school’s spiritual
life.

e Train Beyond the School Gates — Join a local theatre school or take extra classes in
acting, dance, or singing to take your skills to the next level.



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxs9xnb/revision/11
https://eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 10 — Half Term 5 — Creating & Performing

Prior Learning

Students have completed Tasks 1, 2, and 3 of Unit 2 and have written a mock evaluation of
their performance for Open Evening in preparation for Unit 2 Task 4. They have also
performed a mock performance for Unit 1 during Open Evening.

What will | learn?

Reviewing - Students will respond to feedback from the audience, peers, teachers, and
other professionals, reflecting on whether their performance fulfilled its purpose.
Reflecting - Students will identify their strengths and areas for improvement, create action
plans and set targets for future performances, and refer to professional working practices,
including appropriate health and safety guidelines. They will learn key vocabulary to
prepare for completing Unit 2 Task 4. Students will then complete an evaluation of their
Unit 2 performances (Task 4). Once all Unit 2 coursework has been submitted, students
will begin exploring a range of texts and musical theatre pieces in response to a brief
provided by the exam board. They will practice sourcing and selecting their own pieces
and complete research tasks to prepare for Unit 1 Task 1a/b.

Next Steps

Students will learn techniques to take an extract from page to stage, developing their
confidence in performing existing repertoire while expanding their cultural capital and
knowledge of plays. By the end of Year 10, students will choose a play and extract and
complete Task 1a/b. They will explore different types of rehearsals and create their own
rehearsal plan for the Unit 1 performance (Task 2). Students will also begin completing
their development logs for Task 3.

Personal
Development

In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits, so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate well with others.
Students continue to develop their personal skills by accepting different points of view and
enhancing their communication. For many, this will be their first experience performing in
front of others. This module emphasises transferable skills such as meeting deadlines,
collaborating with others, and showing initiative. It also supports the development of
memory recall and applying knowledge in practice.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative structure, style,
techniques, devices, character, development log, devised, stimuli, brief, describe, analyse,
evaluate produce, outline, creative brief, exploration, development, analyse, assess,
communicate, contribute, create, demonstrate, identify, involve, participate, react, role,
sequence, structure, technology

How and when
will | be
assessed?

Unit 2 marks will be submitted along with the coursework for external moderation.
Unit 1 will be completed, marked, and a sample uploaded by April 2025.

Resources to use

For more information on the course outline, visit:

Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Performing Arts — edugas.co.uk

To improve your understanding of evaluating your own work, see:

Writing about and evaluating theatre — BBC Bitesize GCSE Drama Revision

It is important to be familiar with the mark schemes. Students have copies of these, and
they can also be found in the exam specification here: Mark Schemes — Edugas

All students will be assigned a textbook, which must be returned at the end of the course.

Enrichment
opportunities

Join BRAVO! — Our exciting extracurricular theatre group that puts on a full-scale
production every year.

¢ Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Showcase your skills and passion for dance by
representing our school in the Dance Festival and Dance Competitions. Open to all
dedicated and enthusiastic dancers.

e Lend Your Voice! — Volunteer for liturgical events and school Masses. We're always
looking for readers and those who want to support our school’s spiritual life.

¢ Train Beyond the School Gates — Join a local theatre school or take extra classes in
acting, dance, or singing to take your skills to the next level.



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxs9xnb/revision/11
https://eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 10 — Half Term 6 — Performing

Prior Learning

Unit 2 work will have been submitted and externally marked by now. Students have
started exploring a range of texts and should be beginning to select their performance
repertoire in preparation for Unit 1.

What will | learn?

This term, students should have a clear idea of the performance material they wish to
perform for Unit 1. They will research the author, composer, or choreographer, as well as
the intended mood, style, genre, themes, ideas, performance space, purpose, relationship
between audience and performer, original target audience, and new target audience.
Students will then complete Task 1A and Task 1B.

Alongside this coursework, students will continue practical work on their performance,
ensuring they update their development logs. These logs should detail action planning,
rehearsal preparation outside of rehearsal sessions, responding to direction and feedback,
recording blocking, refining their work, and observing appropriate health and safety
requirements for Task 3.

Students will also learn about different types of rehearsals and how to schedule them
effectively, preparing for the completion of Task 2.

Next Steps

Next term, students will complete their Unit 1 Performance Exam (Task 4) and then write
an evaluation detailing the success of their performance. This evaluation should include
what they have learned from the experience and how it will inform their future
performances (Task 5). Students will also ensure their development logs are fully up to
date with all entries completed.

Personal
Development

In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate well with others.
Students continue to build their personal skills by accepting different points of view and
improving their communication. For many, this will be their first experience performing in
front of others. This module emphasises transferable skills such as meeting deadlines,
collaborating effectively, and showing initiative. It also supports the development of
memory recall and applying knowledge in practice.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, narrative structure, style, techniques, devices,
character, development log, brief, blocking, table-read, technical rehearsal, line-learning,
dress rehearsals, describe, analyse, evaluate produce, outline, creative brief, exploration,
refining, development, analyse, assess, communicate, contribute, create, demonstrate,
identify, involve, participate, react, role, sequence, structure, technology

How and when
will | be
assessed?

Checkpoint 1 performances will be recorded and included in the development log.
Unit 1 will be completed, marked, and a sample uploaded by April 2025.

Resources to use

Students have explored a variety of scripts in previous lessons. Computers are available to
research plays and musical theatre shows.

It is important to be familiar with the mark schemes. Students have copies of these, which
can also be found in the exam specification here:

Edugas Mark Schemes

All students will be assigned a textbook, which must be returned at the end of the course.

Enrichment
opportunities

Join BRAVO! — Our exciting extracurricular theatre group that puts on a full-scale
production every year.

¢ Audition for Dance.Team.Elite — Showcase your skills and passion for dance by
representing our school in the Dance Festival and Dance Competitions. Open to all
dedicated and enthusiastic dancers.

e Lend Your Voice! — Volunteer for liturgical events and school Masses. We're always
looking for readers and those who want to support our school’s spiritual life.

¢ Train Beyond the School Gates — Join a local theatre school or take extra classes in
acting, dance, or singing to take your skills to the next level.



https://eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 11 — Half Term 1 — Performing

Prior Learning

Students in year 10 have completed a devising unit where they create their own piece of a
theatre individually, paired or group. Students have completed a written evaluation on
their unit 2 performances. Students have explored a range of theatre styles and
techniques and a range of plays in preparation for their Unit 1 performance. Students have
also completed Unit 1 Task 1a/b, 2.

What will | learn?

Students will have completed Task 3 and will present their chosen piece(s) to an audience
as Task 4.
When preparing their performance, students should consider:
e Accuracy
e Coordination
¢ Communication
e Control
e Dealing with mistakes and coping under pressure
For Drama, students should also focus on:
e Interpretation and development of character
e Clarity of chosen acting style
¢ Use of movement and gesture
e Use of voice
e Response to the text
For Musical Theatre, students should also consider:
e Interpretation and development of character
e Singing skills, including vocal technique and acting through song
¢ Dancing skills, including dance technique and application of style(s)
e Acting through movement, voice, and character
¢ The interconnection between singing, dancing, and acting

Students will complete a written evaluation (Task 5) detailing the success of their
performance, including what they have learned from the process and how it will inform

Next Steps future performances.
They will also ensure their development logs are fully up to date.
Additionally, students will be given an overview of the expectations for Unit 3.
In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate well with others.
These qualities equip students to flourish in society.

Personal Students continue to build their personal skills by accepting different points of view and
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improving their communication. For many, this will be their first experience performing in
front of others.

This module emphasises transferable skills such as meeting deadlines, collaborating
effectively, and showing initiative. It also supports the development of memory recall and
applying knowledge in practice.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative structure, style,
techniques, devices, character, development log, devised, stimuli, brief, dress rehearsal,
technical rehearsal, blocking rehearsal, , describe, analyse, evaluate produce, outline,
creative brief, exploration, refining, development, analyse, assess, communicate,
contribute, create, demonstrate, identify, involve, participate, react, role, sequence,
structure, technology

How and when
will | be
assessed?

Unit 1 will be completed, marked, and a sample uploaded by April 2025.




Resources to use

BBC Bitesize (link) is an excellent starting point for revision. However, students should also
use their notes and resources from class.

It is important to be familiar with the mark schemes. Students have copies of these, and
they can also be found in the exam specification here:

Edugas Mark Schemes

All students will be assigned a textbook, which must be returned at the end of the course.

Enrichment
opportunities

Beyond the core units, you can get hands-on with our technical side: learn to operate
lighting rigs, sound desks, and other backstage equipment. There’s also the chance to take
part in the Year 11 Unit 1 Showcase Performance, where you’ll present your polished
repertoire to peers and parents. These activities build real-world skills, boost confidence,
and give you a taste of professional theatre production.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zbmct39
https://eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 11 — Half Term 2 — Performing

Prior Learning

Students in Year 11 have completed a devising unit where they created their own theatre
pieces individually, in pairs, or in groups. They have also completed a written evaluation
of their Unit 2 performances Students have also explored a range of theatre styles,
techniques, and plays to prepare for their Unit 1 performance. Additionally, students
have completed Task 1a/b for Unit 1.

What will | learn?

Students will complete Task 5, a written evaluation detailing the feedback they received
from their Unit 1 Performance Exam. They will evaluate whether their performance
fulfilled its intentions, identify strengths and areas for future development, and create
action plans and targets for future performances. This evaluation will also reference
professional working practices, including appropriate health and safety measures. Once
all Unit 1 coursework has been submitted, students will be introduced to Unit 3:
Performing Arts in Practice. In this unit, students will work individually to respond to an
industry commission. Students will begin preparation for Task 4, learning how events are
advertised and marketed. They will explore how social media can be a useful tool for
marketing and public relations, as well as other effective advertising methods and
promotional activities.

Next Steps

Students will be given a brief from the exam board in January and will be expected to
respond to it individually, with an emphasis on independent work. They will have the
opportunity to plan and create various pieces by responding to industry commissions.
Students will work to a brief commissioned by an arts organisation to plan a
performance. To be successful in securing paid commissions, students (as artists and
creatives) need to develop a strong understanding of the business and management
aspects of the performing arts industry.

Personal
Development

In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate well with others.
Students continue to build their personal skills by accepting differing points of view and
improving their communication skills. For many, this will be their first experience
performing in front of others. This module emphasises transferable skills such as meeting
deadlines, collaborative work, and showing initiative. Memory recall and the practical
application of knowledge are also developed.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative structure,
style, techniques, devices, character, development log, devised, stimuli, brief, dress
rehearsal, technical rehearsal, blocking rehearsal, , describe, analyse, evaluate produce,
outline, creative brief, exploration, refining, development, analyse, assess, communicate,
contribute, create, demonstrate, identify, involve, participate, react, role, sequence,
structure, technology

How and when
will | be assessed?

Unit 1 will be completed, marked, and a sample uploaded by April 2025.
Unit 3 is assessed externally, with all work to be submitted by April 2025.

Resources to use

BBC Bitesize (link) is an excellent starting point for revision. However, students should
also use their notes and resources from class.

It's important to be familiar with the mark schemes. Students have copies, and they’re
also available in the exam specification here:

Edugas Mark Schemes

All students will be assigned a textbook, which must be returned at the end of the
course.

Enrichment
opportunities

Beyond the core units, you can get hands-on with our technical side: learn to operate
lighting rigs, sound desks, and other backstage equipment. There’s also the chance to
take part in a Year 11 Unit 1 Showcase Performance, where you’ll present your polished
repertoire to peers and parents. These activities build real-world skills, boost confidence,
and give you a taste of professional theatre production.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zbmct39
https://eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 11 — Half Term 3 — Performing Arts in Practice

Prior Learning

Students are well equipped in performance skills and assignment tasks. Students have
completed Unit 1 and Unit 2 and all coursework has been submitted by this point in the
school term. Students have started preparation for their Unit 3 idea and should have a
good understanding of the Unit 3 brief and their initial response/creative idea.

What will | learn?

Students will work towards Unit 3: Performing Arts in Practice, where they have the
opportunity to plan and create various projects by responding to industry commissions.
They will receive a brief from an arts organisation and develop a creative proposal to
apply for funding. The proposal should clearly explain their objectives, breaking down
the steps needed to achieve their main goal and align with the festival’s theme.
Proposal requirements:

e Research: Evidence of background research that informs your proposal

e Concept: A clear outline of how your idea will celebrate literature

e Practical examples: Sketches, mood boards, or mock-ups illustrating key aspects

of your proposal
o Staffing & resources: A list of the personnel, equipment, and materials required
to run your event

Students are expected to produce ideas that meet professional standards. Your
proposal should demonstrate a detailed understanding of why the piece is being
created, considering factors such as social, cultural, political, and historical contexts;
mood; style; genre; performance space or venue; themes and ideas; purpose; and both
original and target audiences. Reference the work of relevant theatre practitioners and
the types of organisations that stage similar events.
You will also explore:

e Various performance and production disciplines

e The production process, including budgeting, resource planning, and scheduling

e Key job roles and responsibilities within performing arts organisations
By the end of this term, students will complete Task 1, Task 2, and Task 3, covering
research & proposal development, practical planning, and production management.

Next Steps

Students will explore the importance of marketing and public relations for promoting
their performance, and will then begin creating practical performance material in
response to the brief.

Personal
Development

In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate well with others.
These qualities equip students to flourish in our society.

Students continue to build their personal skills by accepting different points of view and
enhancing their communication. For many, this will be their first experience performing
in front of others.

This module emphasises transferable skills such as meeting deadlines, collaborating
effectively, and showing initiative. It also supports the development of memory recall
and the practical application of knowledge.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative structure,
style, techniques, devices, character, development log, devised, stimuli, brief, social,
cultural, political, historical, mood, style, genre, performance space, venue, theme, idea,
purpose, target audience, practitioner, describe, analyse, evaluate produce, outline,
creative brief, exploration, refining, development, analyse, assess, communicate,
contribute, create, demonstrate, identify, involve, participate, react, role, sequence,
structure, technology

How and when will
| be assessed?

Unit 3 is assessed externally, and all work must be submitted by 2025 during Year 11.
Revision tasks set every week as per the school revision plan.




Resources to use

Styles, Genres & Practitioners

BBC Bitesize (WJEC GCSE Drama Revision)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zbmct39

“Prepare to Teach” Meeting Materials

AQA — Guidance on lesson planning and curriculum delivery
https://www.aqa.org.uk/support/teach (example link)

Mark Schemes

Students have copies of the mark schemes; they’re also available here:
Edugas Exam Specification & Mark Schemes

Course Textbook

All students will be assigned a textbook, which must be returned at the end of the
course.

Enrichment
opportunities

Beyond the core units, you can get hands-on with our technical side: learn to operate
lighting rigs, sound desks, and other backstage equipment. Creative Insight Talks
organised by Miss Roberts.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zbmct39
https://eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 11 — Half Term 4 — Performing Arts in Practice

Prior Learning

Students have completed Units 1 and 2, which have been internally marked and submitted
for external moderation. They have also begun exploring Unit 3 — Performing Arts and
should have completed Tasks 1, 2, and 3.

What will | learn?

Students will recap key marketing and public-relations strategies for promoting events,
including the use of social media and a variety of advertising tools (e.g., online ads,
billboards, flyers, posters, and multimedia platforms). They will also explore promotional
activities such as teaser campaigns, TV and radio interviews, and flash-mob events.

Once familiar with these concepts, students will complete Task 4. They will then begin
Task 5, practically creating their proposed idea in one or more of the disciplines from Task
2—devised drama, choreography, costume design, lighting design, sound design, makeup
and hair design, or set design.

Students may involve their peers as unassessed participants in practical examples, but
peers should not contribute ideas or direct the creative process.

Students will begin crafting their pitch for the proposed event or idea and will complete a

Next Steps written evaluation of their proposal.
In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits so
they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and cooperate well with others.
Personal Students continue to build their personal skills by accepting differing points of view and

Development

enhancing their communication. For many, this will be their first experience performing in
front of others. This module emphasises transferable skills such as meeting deadlines,
collaborating effectively, and showing initiative. It also supports the development of
memory recall and the practical application of knowledge.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative structure, style,
techniques, devices, character, development log, devised, stimuli, brief, social, cultural,
political, historical, mood, style, genre, performance space, venue, theme, idea, purpose,
target audience, practitioner, describe, analyse, evaluate produce, outline, creative brief,
exploration, refining, development, analyse, assess, communicate, contribute, create,
demonstrate, identify, involve, participate, react, role, sequence, structure, technology

How and when
will | be
assessed?

Unit 3 is assessed externally, and all work must be submitted by Year 11, April 2025.
Revision tasks as per the school revision plan.

Resources to use

Recommended Resources

e Styles, Genres & Practitioners
BBC Bitesize (WJEC GCSE Drama Revision)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zbmct39

o “Prepare to Teach” Guidance
AQA - Support materials for lesson planning and curriculum delivery
https://www.aqa.org.uk/support/teach

e Mark Schemes
Students have copies of the mark schemes; they’re also available here:
Edugas Exam Specification & Mark Schemes

e Course Textbook
All students will be assigned a textbook, which must be returned at the end of the
course.

Enrichment
opportunities

Beyond the core units, you can get hands-on with our technical side: learn to operate
lighting rigs, sound desks, and other backstage equipment. Creative insight talks organised
by Miss Roberts.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zbmct39
https://eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=36851

Year 11 — Half Term 5 — Performing Arts in Practice

Prior Learning

Students are well underway with their creative proposal. They have completed several
tasks, including background research, outlining their concept, and beginning to develop
practical examples of the proposed work in performance.

What will | learn?

In this unit, students will explore the importance of pitching an idea to a commissioner.
They will learn how to effectively put together a pitch in order to secure funding and be
awarded a commission. As part of this process, students will complete a practical
assessment (Task 6), where they will present their pitch to a commissioning panel and
showcase practical examples of the performance or production disciplines they have been
rehearsing.
Following this, in Task 7, students will respond to feedback received from the
commissioning panel. They will:

e Evaluate the planning and promotion of the event

o Reflect on the effectiveness of their pitch

e Review and evaluate their own performance skills, identifying strengths and areas

for improvement
o Assess how their skills were used and exemplified during the process
o Set personal development targets and propose actions for future creative projects

Next Steps

By the end of the unit, students will be equipped to go on to study Performing Arts or
Drama at Blackpool Sixth Form College or Preston College.

Personal
Development

In performance tasks, we focus on developing students’ character and personal traits to
help them reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with integrity, and collaborate effectively
with others. These qualities are essential for students to flourish in modern society.
Throughout this module, students continue to build their personal skills by accepting
differing points of view and improving their communication abilities. For many, this may
be their first experience performing in front of an audience, making it a valuable
opportunity for personal growth. Transferable skills such as meeting deadlines, working
collaboratively, and demonstrating initiative are central to this unit. Additionally, students
enhance their memory recall and learn to apply theoretical knowledge in practical
contexts, further supporting their overall development.

Key vocabulary

Voice, movement, interaction, scripting, blocking, improvisation, narrative structure, style,
techniques, devices, character, development log, devised, stimuli, brief, social, cultural,
political, historical, mood, style, genre, performance space, venue, theme, idea, purpose,
target audience, practitioner, describe, analyse, evaluate produce, outline, creative brief,
exploration, refining, development, analyse, assess, communicate, contribute, create,
demonstrate, identify, involve, participate, react, role, sequence, structure, technology

How and when
will | be
assessed?

Unit 3 is externally assessed, with all work to be submitted by Year 11 students in 2025.

Resources to use

How to Make a Good Pitch | 9 Pitch Tips — MOO Blog

A helpful article outlining essential tips for delivering an effective pitch.

The Most Prepared Entrepreneur to Ever Enter the Den 3 Dragons' Den () BBC
(YouTube)

A great example of a strong pitch in a high-pressure environment.

Mark Schemes and Exam Specification

It is important for students to be familiar with the mark schemes. Students have copies of
these, which are also available here:

Edugas Exam Specification & Mark Schemes




Textbook

All students will be assigned a textbook at the start of the course, which must be returned
at the end.

Enrichment
opportunities

Beyond the core units, you can get hands-on with our technical side: learn to operate
lighting rigs, sound desks, and other backstage equipment. There’s also the chance to
audition for Cardi’s Got Talent, our fun, student-led talent show, and to take partin a
Year 11 Unit 1 Showcase Performance, where you’ll present your polished repertoire to
peers and parents. These activities build real-world skills, boost confidence, and give you a
taste of professional theatre production.




