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& Happy & Holy Christmas
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Wishing you, and those dear to you, a very
Happy Christmas from everyone at Cardinal Allen Catholic High School

Also in this edition:

MFL Trip
Dance Festival

Scholars
Department news

Wellbeing




Fifty of our wonderful Year 8 and 9
pupils enjoyed a fabulous trip to
J London, France and Belgium during §
] the last weekend of November. After |
eating at the Hard Rock Cafe in
M Picadilly and being entertained by an
outstanding performance of Matilda at E
the Cambridge Theatre in London's West End, we had a good night's sleep before
heading over the water to France. There, we visited Christmas markets to get us
into the festive spirit and crossed the border into Begium to make our own
chocolate bars at a Belgian chocolate factory. We also had the honour of taking
part in the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium. Two of
our pupils, Ethan and Yara, represented Cardinal Allen superbly while laying
a wreath for the Fallen. The trip was a fantastic cultural experience with
pupils very excited about using French in real life situations and seeing
places that they had only heard of before.

'The lady in the market understood what | was asking for!'
'| was brave enough to try a snail!'

'l loved visiting different places
with my friends!

These were just some of the |
many glowing comments made J

J - I Wy by pupils on the journey Hii&
'“‘"er‘\""‘"“'" Jd home. T
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Blackpool Theatre visit

Our Year 10 and Year 11 Drama students recently enjoyed an inspiring visit from the Blackpool Theatre

Collective, a sixth-form programme known for having a unique sixth form experience, allowing 15
pupils per year to help each performer shine. During the session, students learned about life in the
performing arts industry and had the chance to ask thoughtful questions about training, auditions and
career pathways.

Year 11 pupils were also given an exceptional opportunity to perform a song, monologue or dance
piece for the college’s principals, Carl Walker and lan Meeson. Their performances were met with
warm praise, with both visitors commenting on the wonderful energy and talent in the room. Students
received personalised feedback and left feeling motivated and
more confident.

This experience has encouraged many of our young performers to
take part in the college’s free performing arts workshop - another
fantastic step toward exploring their creative futures.




Congratulations to lvy from 8C English who won our annual Remembrance poetry
competition with her entry titled: To Those Who Saluted. Well done!

Dance Festival

We are incredibly proud of Dance.Team.Elite, who delivered a stunning
performance at this year’s Dance Festival held at the Winter Gardens.
Their piece, “The Journey of Becoming,” beautifully showcased the
dancers’ talent, creativity, and commitment, taking the audience on an
emotional and captivating journey from start to finish.

Their performance was so impressive that they received a special postcard
of praise from the Headteacher at St. Aidan’s, commending the group for
their professionalism, passion, and outstanding stage presence. This
recognition is a wonderful testament to the hard work the team have put
into developing such a powerful piece.

A huge well done to Dance.Team.Elite - we can’t wait to see where their
journey takes them next!

Scholars

The Year 8 Scholars enjoyed a wonderful day out
at Beacon Fell - doing a scavenger hunt,
orienteering and building shelters.

A perfect way to get to know each other and
develop some important life skills.

Drama News

Year 10 Drama Class had a careers talk with Lauren Christy, a
talent manager who works at Sky Studio's Elstree (27.5 acres)!!!!
The talk gave students an insight into careers "From Set to
Screen, Inside the World of Film & TV." Sky Studio's Elstree is a
UK production company who filmed the most recent Wicked
The Musical (part 1 & 2), Bridget Jones and Jurassic Park. The
pupils learnt about all the different roles within TV and Film, how to obtain intern-
ships in the industry, traineeships and how to create their own projects. Pupils took
the opportunity to ask industry professional questions about the industry.

Here are some of our staff enjoying a follow up wellbeing pottery
session! They have all made their own pot and painted it! Thank
you ladies! - Great job!

Parents/carers, please look out for similar future events next term
which you might like to get involved with!




Blackpool Sixth & Drama pupils

The Drama Department was delighted to welcome
students from Blackpool Sixth Form this week for a special
theatrical experience. The performers showcased their
own comedic interpretation of Romeo and Juliet to our
Year 9, Year 7 & Year 10 Performing Arts cohort, who
were thoroughly captivated by the modern retelling and
engaging performances. Following the show, the Sixth
Form students led a workshop on tongue twisters & iambic pentameter
for some students in Year 7 & 10, this was an exciting workshop for Year
10, giving our learners the opportunity to develop new creative skills,
explore character work, and experiment with original ideas. The session
was energetic, insightful, and greatly appreciated by everyone who took
part. Students also got the oppor-
tunity to ask some questions about
life at Blackpool Sixth Form.

A huge thank you to Blackpool Sixth Form for an inspiring morning
of theatre - our students are already looking forward to future
collaborations.

Christmas Writing Competition \
Pupils were invited to take part in a creative writing competition by writing a g
Christmas-themed mystery for primary school children. The competition was fierce, 3
with a range of festive characters and plots being submitted. The best entries were -&
sent to St Bernadette’s primary school where they were judged by children in Year 4. i_,_ﬁm
Winner TBC!

Avuthor Visit

Our year 9 pupils had the amazing opportunity to hear from local
author, John Cheetham. He spoke all about his incredible and
exciting life, the hardships he faced, his unwavering resilience
and how he was inspired to write. The pupils all behaved beauti-
fully and asked excellent questions. We will be reading John's
book, Fall Guy, during our English lessons due
to the positive feedback from the pupils.

Lest we forget...
Service at the Cenotaph in Fleetwood.

Despite it being a very wet morning Billy and
> Sophia represented our school excellently.




GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK!

This term we say goodbye to Heather and Judy from the

kitchen. We wish you both a long and happy retirement.

Both have been with us since 2019 and your culinary
delights will be missed by our pupils.

Watch a Christmas Movie and "“Turn on the
Subtitles’!

Turning on subtitles while children are watching TV can
greatly improve their reading skills. A quick, simple, free
way to make TV time, reading time. #turnonthesubtitles

HOME @aALONe

the Subtitles
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' paper: the first instalment of a magical story about a young girl named Elisabet.
Little by little these pieces tell the girl’s story, and as we learn what happened to her, another

story is revealed — that of the strange old man who made the calendar.

_'*:..""'," 96N A Poem for Every Day of Christmas is a splendid collection of thirty-one poems, compiled by

o ,‘,'_".n! ¢ 'J;.;i, award-winning anthologist Allie Esiri, to take you

+

S ~:;-\"'POEM through the month of December.
S FOR NGl

&7, EVERY -

;_‘?(' DAY OF \?_"., Perfect for reading aloud and sharing with friends and
Al NS
v’ {RISTM 3 family, this book is the ideal companion for the holiday

EDITED Y

» - . -
S ALLIE ESIRI ¢ season. It features festive poems and carols by Brian

< — R : _ - C o e
o QO e Bilston, Robert Burns, Wendy Cope, T. S. Eliot, Christi- d ||| reossmsm
b TN S P .
na Rossetti. E. E. Cummings, Dylan Thomas, Clement Y s e
Clarke Moore and many more. : PRI o

M. Rogers 1871 SRP

November Sparx Reader Stars mmp>




Sports Champions!

U13 EFL Cup Champions

The Y8 Girls Football team qualified for
the regional round of the EFL Cup, beating St Aidans 2-1

in the Final. They are going to Preston after Christmas to
represent Fleetwood town in the regional round.

Tl i T R
"I MrVincents team have won the Cup, second year in a
row. Beat Garstang 4-1 in the Final.

Lancashire Cup Football

We have 2 Boys teams and 4 Girls teams still in
the Lancashire Cup. Our Y10 Boys beat Broughton
High School 2-1 and our Y9 Boys are through the
third round after an impressive win over Park
High School.

Mr Fernie’s team have won the Plate, second year in a
row. Beat Carr Hill 3-1 in the Plate Final.

Our Y8 and Y9 Badminton teams made it through to
the Wyre and Fylde Badminton Finals.




Attendance Matters
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Attendance Reward Trips

The pantomime trip was once again a brilliant trip, with pupils
thoroughly enjoying their reward for excellent attendance.

Cur next trip, prior to Easter, is our annual cinema trip. Due to
high levels of illness during December, we will only start
counting pupil attendance for this trip from January — so every
pupil has a fresh start in the new year. We hope as many
pupils as possible can enjoy this trip.

Attendance Team 2025-202 E{T‘.--_-» e
Mrs Eccles — Assistant Headteacher

Mrs Imisson — Attendance Improvement
Officer

Miss Ewen — Attendance Administration
Mrs Carey — Pastoral Assistant Year 7

Mrs Walsh — Pastoral Assistant Year 8

Mrs Savage — Pastoral Assistant Year @
Mrs Buchanan — Pastoral Assistant Year 10
Mrs Holme — Pastoral Assistant Year 11

Important Reminders

Contacting schogl if your child is absent

[T your child is absent from school, you must contact us every

day of their absence by either:

* Calling the absence line {01253 B72659, select ‘option 1" for
attendance and leave a voicemail), or

* Through the Synergy app (3rd icon from the left at the
bottom of the home page, then blue circle to create a new
Message]

Whichever way you contact us, you must do this on every day

of absence. Please note either of these can be done 24 hours

a day - you do not need to wait for "office hours".

Talk to us
If you and your child are
experiendng difficulties with
school attendance then talk to us
as a first step so we can help.

)

Every Day Counts

Attendance and Attainment

There is an undeniable link between
attendance and attainment. Pupil’'s whosze
attendance is between 97% and 100% are
in the best position to achieve the top
grades in their GCSEs. The students with
the highest levels of attendance are almaost
& times more likely to achieve 5 GCSEs at
grades 5-9 including English and
Mathematics.

Cnly 35% of pupils whose attendance is
lower than 0% gain 5 or more GCSEs
including England and Maths.

It is not just attzinment that benefits from
good attendance; wellbeing and wider life
chances also improve through being in
school, every day.




Christmas Wishes

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all our pupils, families, and staff, for your
support and encouragement this year.

The pupils have worked extremely hard both within and beyond the classroom and it
continues to be a great joy to see them grow and develop into brilliant young adults—much
of which is recorded in this newsletter. It has been great to be invited into this week’s
Achievement and Attendance Assemblies and have the privilege of seeing so many awards
being presented.

It just remains for me to wish you and your families a very Happy and Holy Christmas and all
God’s blessings for what we hope will be a great 2026. If you are able to get to Mass over
the Christmas period the times for our local Catholic Churches are printed below.

Mr Cafferkey

Christmas Masses in our local parishes

St Wulstan’s & St Edmund’s, Fleetwood
Christmas Eve: 6.30pm Vigil Mass
Christmas Eve: 8pm Carols followed by ‘Midnight’ Mass at 8.30pm

St Mary’s, Fleetwood
Christmas Eve: 6.00pm Carols with Vigil Mass at 6.30pm
Christmas Day: 10.00am

St Bernadette’s, Bispham

Christmas Eve: 5.00pm Vigil Mass

Christmas Eve: 8.30pm Carols followed by ‘Midnight’ Mass at 9.00pm
Christmas Day: 11.30am

St Teresa’s, Cleveleys Sacred Heart, Thornton
Christmas Eve: 6.30pm Christmas Eve: Vigil Mass 6pm
Christmas Day: 10.00am Christmas Day: 10.00am

St John Southworth, Cleveleys
Christmas Day: 10.00am

St John'’s, Poulton

Christmas Eve: 6.30pm Vigil Mass
Christmas Day: 9.00am at St Martin’s
Christmas Day: 11.00am at St John’s

Over Wyre and Great Eccleston

Christmas Eve: 5.30pm Mass at St. Bernard’s, Knott End
Christmas Eve: 7.30pm at St Mary’s, Great Eccleston
Christmas Day: 11.00am at St William’s, Pilling




