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Up to date news items, reminders and comments relevant to 
the education of our pupils and our work in the community. 

Now with over 1600 followers.    @cardinalallen 

It is with great sadness that we share with you the news that Fr Gerry Dunn passed away 

earlier this week. Fr Gerry was, until his retirement just last year, Parish Priest of St. John 

Southworth in Cleveleys, Priest Chaplain at Cardinal Allen, and one of our Foundation 

Governors. He celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood in July 

just gone, and was a loyal and humble servant to the Diocese of Lancaster throughout. 

Fr Gerry was a true blessing on our school and we would ask you all to remember him in 

your prayers and to give thanks for the many blessings that he brought to the lives he 

touched. We will, of course, remember Fr Gerry at some appropriate time in school after the 

half-term break. 

Fr Gerry’s Requiem Mass will take place at St. Wulstan’s Church on 25th October at 11.00am. 



 

 

Pupil Absence—Polite Reminder 
     Please let us know as soon as possible if your child is ill, or has a doctor’s or dentist’s 
appointment.  Please call the school by 9.30am at the latest on the first morning of their 
absence, and each day they are absent.  However, if you think it is likely that your child is 
going to be absent for a specific number of days, and are able to provide us with this 
information on your first phone call, we will  not require further calls from you relating to the 
same period of absence. 
     If you do not make contact with school an Absence Enquiry Text will be sent to you 
requesting that you phone school to inform us of the reason for your child’s absence.  Please 
DO NOT send a text in response to our enquiry. 

Chaplaincy 
CASTLERIGG 2018 
     65 Year 11 pupils spent the first week of term on retreat at Castlerigg Manor in the Lake 
District. It was a fantastic experience, with many great memories made for all who went. We 

were especially grateful to Canon Alf for joining on Wednesday night for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  

We welcome Mr Ian Woods to Cardinal Allen as an additional Deputy Headteacher. Mr 
Woods has been working with us during the course of the last year and is now joining us 
for three days per week to support several aspects of school improvement. I know that he 
is very appreciative of the warm welcome provided by both staff and pupils and I know 
that you will make him feel welcome as and when you meet him. 



 

 

YEAR 7 MASS OF WELCOME 
     Mass was celebrated by Fr. Peter Sharrock, Fr. Peter Burns, Fr. Chris Cousens and Fr. 
Michael Murphy on Friday 21st September to welcome our new Year 7 pupils to the 

community here at Cardinal Allen. We thank all parents and friends who joined us for the 
occasion.  

 

JOURNEY TO FREEDOM EXHIBITION 
     We were fortunate to welcome an exhibition from the charity Lee House in the Chapel on 
Human Trafficking & Modern Day Slavery. Around 450 pupils, staff and parishioners went 
through the exhibition. It proved to be a very moving experience, highlighting the 

seriousness of the issue that still affects so many in our society today.  

 

TWITTER 
      Be sure to follow us on Twitter - @CardiChap to keep up to date with everything going 

on with regards to Chaplaincy in school.  

     

FRIDAY MASS:  
     An open invitation is extended to parents and the community of Cardinal Allen to attend 
Mass held in the School Chapel each Friday at 8.10 am. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

ALL SAINTS DAY: Pupils will have the opportunity to attend Mass which will be 

celebrated in the Chapel on Thursday 1st November for this feast day. 

 

FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING/YOUTH SUNDAY: our annual Youth Sunday 

Mass will be celebrated at St. Wulstan’s Church on Sunday 25th November at 10am, to 
which pupils, parents and families are all welcome. It will also be the launch ‘The 
Year of the Eucharist’ in all schools across the diocese, as requested by Bishop 

Swarbrick. 

 
DEANERY ADVENT SERVICE: Pupils and staff of Cardinal Allen and St. Mary’s 

will lead this year’s Advent Service at St. Mary’s Church, Fleetwood on Wednesday 

12th December at 7pm. All are very welcome to what is sure to be a wonderful 
evening.  



 

 

Another Successful Open Evening 
 
     On the evening of Thursday 27th September we held our Annual Open 
Evening.  At a packed event, families had the opportunity to tour the 
school accompanied by our pupils to see what each department had to 
offer.  As in previous years prospective pupils could join in a Treasure 
Trail with a chance to win a Tablet.  The answers to the trail were found 
by visiting each department.  All sheets with correct answers were 
placed in a draw and the lucky winner was a very happy young lady from 
St. Teresa’s Catholic Primary School, Cleveleys. Well done and thank 
you to all who took part! 

Pupil Council 2018—2019 
     As we go to print our Pupil Council are still in the process of being nominated/elected by 
their peers to represent the ideas and opinions of all pupils within the school.    Student 
voice has a high priority within schools these days and we hope that our newly elected Pupil 
Council will make a huge contribution to many different aspects of school life.  Student voice 
gives students a sense of ownership of their school, promotes a feeling of responsibility 
among young people and increases motivation and achievement. 
Students are encouraged to put forward any ideas or suggestions they would like 

mentioned.  Suggestions can be forwarded to Miss Shirreffs in the Aquinas Centre.     

Make Your Mark Campaign 2018 

     Once again our school took part in the 2018 Make Your Mark Campaign which is the UK’s 
largest Youth Consultation.  It is a consultation of what is important to young people across 
the UK and what issues they care about the most.  Our aim was to get the whole school 
involved, introduce students to democratic processes and reach as many young people as 
possible to enable their voice to be heard.  Students voted for their top issue from a shortlist 
of ten on the ballot paper, ranging from A Curriculum to prepare us for life, Transport, and 
Mental Health issues.   

Once the results are in, the top five issues as voted for by young people on the ballot paper 
are then taken to be debated by UKYP. This is done at their annual House of Commons 
sitting, which is televised on BBC Parliament every November.   
Thank you to all students who took part in this important 
democratic process. 
 

 



 

 

News from the Aquinas Centre 
MARTIN GRIFFIN AUTHOR VISITS YEAR 8 

 

     As part of our pledge to Lancashire’s “We Are Reading Campaign”, we were delighted to 
recently host, in partnership with Silverdell Books of Kirkham, British author Martin Griffin.    
Martin won the Times/Chicken House children’s fiction competition with his debut novel 
“Poison Boy”, written under the name of Fletcher Moss.  This event marked the publication 
of his new book “Payback”, a real adventure thriller. 
 
     Martin shared his passion for writing along with his thoughts and ideas.  Students 
thoroughly enjoyed the motivating presentation and following a question and answer 
session they were given the opportunity to purchase a personal signed copy of his book. 
 
Ella from 8AD had this to say about the event:  
 
“I really felt inspired by Martin Griffin and enjoyed listening to him talk about his career as a 
writer. I also enjoyed meeting him to have my book personally signed.  I have read his book 
Payback and couldn’t put it down, it was full of adventure and kept me wondering about how 
it was going to end, I definitely recommend students to read it!” 
 
David and Ethan wrote:   
 
M.A. Griffin has written 3 books one of which he did under a fake name. He did his first book, 
Poison Boy, under the name of Fletcher Moss so as not to gain attention as he was a teacher at 
the time. His second book was called Lifers and his third book is called Payback. His third book 
is about a gang that is effectively a modern version of Robin Hood. They are regarded as 
criminals as they steal from the rich but then return it to the poor. One of the people is a great 
climber, another is a good hacker and a third is amazing at fast thinking and calculations. The 
police start to attempt at locating to the point where they are forced to split up around the 
north of England and Scotland. He explained that writing was his passion from the start but 
he was discouraged early on. He went on to be a teacher. After a while, he gathered enough 
courage to write a book and succeeded with Poison Boy. He said that although being a writer 
is hard, don’t be discouraged and follow through with it. 

 

Research shows that author events in schools inspire 
children and help them on their journey to a love of 
reading and we hope your child enjoyed this event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

ROALD DAHL DAY IN THE AQUINAS CENTRE 

 

  Roald Dahl Day is the annual, global celebration of the 
world’s number one storyteller, his beloved stories and 
unforgettable characters.  Roald Dahl Day happens on and 
around September 13th, the author’s birthday.  This year, 
James and the Giant Peach led the festivities with lots of 
for mischief and mayhem from the giant bugs!  
 

  Miss Shirreffs and her splendiferous librarians had a wonderful time helping lots of lovely 
new enthusiastic Year 7 students take part in competitions such as designing and drawing 
their own bug buddy and various word search competitions. The winners were: Roisin - 
7AD,  Nicole – 7CO, Arthur - 7AD,  Poppy – 7AM, Jasmine – 7AD and Daniel – 7AD.   
Well done to all Year 7’s who joined in the fun.   

YEAR 7 - GET A BUZZ FOR READING AT HOME WITH BOOKBUZZ!   
 

     Our school has once again taken part in the Bookbuzz initiative to celebrate reading for 
pleasure and we hope you will join in the fun! Bookbuzz is a reading programme which 
gives schools the opportunity to offer their students the choice of a book from a list of 17 
specially selected titles.  The aim of Bookbuzz is to inspire excitement about reading for 
pleasure and discovering new books and authors.  The programme is run by BookTrust, the 
UK’s largest reading charity that transforms lives by getting children and families reading. 
Each year BookTrust reaches 3.4 million children across the UK with books, resources and 
support. To find out more about BookTrust visit booktrust.org.uk.  Reading and discussing 
books with your child has so many benefits and will help to develop 
their confidence across a range of subjects. 
 
Here are some tips on how you can get involved: 
 
1. Get talking! The easiest way to get involved is to talk to your child about books and 
reading. What books do you love? What books does your child love? You can also check out 
the Bookbuzz recommended reads on the website to find out more about other great books 
you can share: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/s/suggested-reading-for-year-7--
year-8-autumn-term/ 
 
2. Which one did they choose? Bookbuzz gives students the opportunity to choose 
and keep their own book from a list of 17 amazing titles so don’t forget to talk to them 
about their choice. What was it that made them choose the book? Was it the cover/the 
blurb/a review from a friend or their teacher? Are they pleased with their choice? 
 
3. What will they read next? When they’ve finished their Bookbuzz book, the fun doesn’t 
need to stop there! No matter what their interests are, there are thousands of fantastic 
books out there to discover and capture their imagination! They could choose to read 
another Bookbuzz book from the selection by visiting their school library or why not use 
BookTrust’s bookfinder to help them pick their next book? It’s a really quick and easy way 
for you to find great books together that relate to their age and interests: 
www.booktrust.org.uk/bookfinder 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A friendly reminder to all students to remember to return or renew  
your overdue library books.   

We have approximately £1000 worth of books missing in our library!   
Every overdue book returned helps!!  Overdue notices are sent regularly around 
form and also emailed to parents.  Overdue books can be handed in to reception 

or the Aquinas Centre.   
If any students would like to donate used books to the library  

please see Miss Shirreffs. 

4. Get Advice. If you’re stuck for ideas about how to support your child with reading, do visit 
the BookTrust website for some advice and book recommendations: www.booktrust.org.uk/
books  You could also ask a librarian or your local book shop for more advice. They love to 
talk about good books and will be happy to help. 
 
5. Check out the Bookbuzz website. You can find lots of fun activities on the  
Bookbuzz website to share and enjoy with your child including videos and blogs from the 
Bookbuzz authors, reading challenges, quizzes, and competitions. Just visit: 
www.booktrust.org.uk/bookbuzz 
 
6. Keep updated on social media. You can follow @Booktrust on Twitter to find out 
more about the best new books, and how you can continue to encourage reading for pleasure 
at home. Why not share your experiences of Bookbuzz by using the hashtag #MyBookbuzz 
 
Books will arrive at the beginning of December so the perfect opportunity to curl up with a 
good book! 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books


 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE - SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  
 
     The Aquinas Centre will once again be hosting a book fair this 
December to create a reading extravaganza!   
 
Scholastic Book Fairs are a wonderful way to get children excited about 
books and reading and are the perfect opportunity for your child to browse and find a 
book they will love.  During English lessons, KS3 pupils will be taken to the library to 
browse through the selection of books.   
 
There are over 200 titles for students to choose from, and with prices starting from only 
£1.99, there’s sure to be a book for everyone to enjoy! Don’t forget that every book 
purchased at the Book Fair benefits our school and helps us to earn FREE BOOKS for our 
library and classrooms.  
 
The event will run from Wednesday, 12th December to Wednesday, 19th December and 
books will be offered at half the recommended price.  The perfect opportunity for parents 
and students to buy that early Christmas present!   
 
Book Fair leaflets will be available nearer the time – just ask your child to collect one from 
the LRC and you can decide together which book(s) you would like to purchase. 
 
Gift Vouchers are also available online to purchase and details can be found at 
www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk. 
 
If any parents/guardians would like to browse the Book Fair with their child, the Library 
will be open from 3.15pm to 4.30pm every day during this event.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you. 

News from the English Department 

YEAR 11 REVISION 
  Year 11 revision will take place every Monday lunch time in room 7 and after school in 
room 12. Pupils should take this opportunity to revise as the December mocks are just 
around the corner 
 

SENECA LEARNING 
     Pupils in Year 11 are using the Seneca Learning website to revise for their Literature 
GCSE. Seneca advertises itself as the ‘world’s first accelerated learning system for online 
revision and learning’ and claims that pupils learn two times faster using their system. Once 
pupils have signed up for a free account, they can use the site for independent revision for 
the different Literature topics. They can monitor their own progress and track how long 
they have spent on their revision activities. Please note that the site needs to be used 
through Google Chrome or Safari.  

http://www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=scholastic+book+fair&hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=580&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pijm7DMLHUJvjM:&imgrefurl=http://batestechnical.blogspot.com/2012/05/scholastic-book-fair-was-success.html&docid=u40-u77zMXYLsM&imgurl=http


 

 

A VISIT FROM THE DREADLOCK 
ALIEN 
 
     Year 10 and Year 11 enjoyed a fantastic 
visit from Dreadlock Alien on Friday 28th 
September. He is a motivational speaker and 
poet and the pupils really enjoyed his 
interactive and creative workshops. The 
pupils ended the day by performing some of 
their own poetry which was outstanding. 
Well done to all the pupils involved. 
 
 

DISCUSSION AND DEBATE CLUB 
     A lunchtime discussion and debate club 
will be starting after the half term break. It 
is open to pupils in Years 7-9 who enjoy talking about thought-provoking issues, voicing 
their opinions and challenging the views of others. The club will meet at 1.30pm on 
Thursdays in room 14.  

 

THE MELBOURNE MAIL 
     Pupils across all year groups are busily working on writing and editing articles for this 
term's edition of 'The Melbourne Mail' - Cardinal Allen's student magazine. The Christmas 
edition will be published in mid-December and will feature a range of seasonal contributions 
from our talented journalists. Make sure you look out for a copy in school or read online by 
following our Twitter feed. 

 
 



 

 

Community News 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
 
     The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme is going from 
strength to strength this year. We are currently fully subscribed with 26 students (4 
groups) enrolled for the Bronze level of the award 15 students (2 groups) enrolled for the 
silver award.  
The full list of activities that students have embarked upon is too extensive to list, here 
are a few examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     This term, so far, we have been developing camp craft skills.  Our students are looking for-
ward to developing their navigations skills with night hikes in the Bowland Fells and first-
aid skills over the next  few weeks. 
 

Eco  - JOHN MUIR AWARD 
 
     18 members of our Eco Group have gained the John Muir Award in recognition for 
their work in our woodland and on the beach.  The John Muir Trust is an initiative to en-
courage people to connect with, enjoy and care for wild places. 

 

Volunteering Physical Skills 

Librarian Swimming Singing 

Teaching IT to senior citizens Badminton Growing vegetables 

Charity shop work Street dance Looking after Guinea Pigs 

Eco Group Horse riding Learning a musical instrument 

Running the Interact group Judo Bee Keeping 



 

 

RESTORE THE WALKING SNAKE AT BEACON FELL CAMPAIGN 
 
 

     Following a trip to Beacon Fell our students were distressed at the demise of the 
walking snake sculpture there. This developed into a campaign to restore it. Following 
consultations it was decided that the best option would be a stone replacement but it 
would be expensive. We have just reached our goal of  raising £45000 to restore the 
snake at Beacon Fell and at the time of writing work is well underway with the head just 
being delivered. This is a great example of our students, working to save something that 
families across the County can enjoy for many years to come. 

 
TRANSGENERALTIONAL IT GROUP/HANDWRITING VOLUNTEERS 
 
     This group continues to meet on Tuesdays 3-4pm. This year students and instructors 
are comparing each other’s music tastes. If you know of anyone who you think may 
benefit from some IT instruction or just wishes to work on a project (This term we are 
working on a Mental Health Campaign) provided by our students please call Mr Harding 
at school for details. 
 
     If anyone would like to offer their services to coach some of our students handwriting 
Tuesdays 2-3pm please call Ms Hammill for details.  
 



 

 

Term Dates For 2018—2019 
 Autumn Term 2018 
 Half Term      Monday 22nd October—Friday 26th October 
 Last Day of Term—12.20 finish  Friday 21st December 
 
 Spring Term 2019 
 Re-open for pupils on    Monday 7th January 
 Half Term      Monday 18th February—Friday 22nd February 
 Last Day of Term—12.20 finish  Thursday 4th April 
 
 Summer Term 2019     
 Re-open for pupils on    Tuesday 23rd April 
 May Day       Monday 6th May 
 Half Term      Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May 
 Last Day of Term—12.20 finish  Friday 19th July 

 
Please disregard dates published on any website other than our own.  In the extremely 

unlikely event  that there are changes to these dates, the school will notify parents. 

INTERACT GROUP 
     Our Interact group have been busy writing letters to develop our links with our partner 
school in Tanzania and on the production of a WE+ concert to develop youth empowerment 
amongst our students. 

Our first meeting of the year was again well 

attended but it would be great to see even more 

parents attending as this is the ‘parental voice’ 

forum of the school.   

Amongst the items discussed was arrangements 

for our events this year and parental voice items 

for discussion at each meeting. 

Please note that our AGM is on Monday 12th November at 6pm in PE1. All Welcome! 

School Jumpers 
  Just a reminder that the school jumper is  a compulsory part of the school    

  uniform and should  be worn after the October half-term break until Easter. 


