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Up to date news items, reminders and comments relevant to 
the education of our pupils and our work in the community. 

Now with over 1700 followers.    @cardinalallen 

Staff Farewells This summer we say goodbye and thank you to the following staff: 

Mike Akers joined Cardinal Allen in 1987 and has enjoyed 32 years in a variety of roles, including responsibility for 
careers, PSHCEE, History and, for several years, as Assistant Headteacher. Mike is always a positive presence in 
school, pupils respect him as an outstanding teacher of History, and colleagues admire his professionalism and 
the warmth with which he approaches all aspects of his job. In showing parents around the school, I am always 
amazed by not only the fondness with which they remember him as their own teacher, but by the fact that he 
invariably remembers them by name and the characters they were. Mike’s leaving will be a significant loss to 
the school, but we wish him well for a well earned, long and happy retirement. 
Sally Jones started at Cardinal Allen in 2003 as Head of Girls PE after working in Darwen and Lymm, and was 
promoted to Curriculum Leader of PE in 2006. Sally has championed every aspect of PE and Sport and has been 
an outstanding role model for our pupils. In addition to remembering the countless great lessons, many pupils 
will recall the brilliant ski trips that Sally led to Torgon, not to mention the fixtures, competitions and days in the 
sun at Stanley Park! We wish Sally well on her early retirement. 
Sean McMahon joined Cardinal Allen as Teacher of RE in 2007 and became Progress Leader in 2011. Sean has 
certainly gone the extra mile for our pupils, organising the annual Big Day Out, several Proms, visits to 
Castlerigg, supporting pupils on the Duke of Edinburgh and leading our Jubilee Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi.    
We wish Sean all the very best in his new position in Preston. 
Sarah Jones (Mercer) joined us in September 2011 as Teacher of Geography and became Progress Leader in 2013. 
Sarah has guided hundreds of pupils in their early days of high school life and has established strong working 
relationships with colleagues in our partner primary schools. We wish Sarah well as she takes up the position of 
Head of Geography in her new school in South Wales.   



 

 

Ashleigh Rankin joined Cardinal Allen as a Teacher of English in November 2011 and, for the 
last two years, has been a Progress Leader. Ashleigh has approached every aspect of her role 
with boundless levels of energy and enthusiasm and her presence in school will be sorely missed. We wish 
Ashleigh every success in her new role in Sri Lanka. 
 

Catherine Rogers joined Cardinal Allen in September 2013 as Lead Teacher for Science. Catherine has played a key 
role in the development of Science at the school and has also had the joy of having two children during her time 
with us. We wish Catherine every success in her new position at Montgomery High School. 
 

Jo Clarke joined Cardinal Allen in September 2017 as Teacher of English. Jo has taken on extra responsibilities in 
driving forward improvements in whole-school literacy, with a specific focus on closing the vocabulary gap and 
the Academic Word List. Jo recently became Mrs Walker following an Easter wedding and 
we wish her well when she takes up a promoted position at Armfield Academy. 
 

Catherine Kay (McGovern) ‘re-joined’ Cardinal Allen in 2007 as Exams, Data and Cover 
Manager, having been a pupil here. Catherine took on a role that had previously been the 
preserve of a senior teacher and very much made it her own. Her professionalism in 
dealing with colleagues and visitors to the school has been outstanding, as has her 
support for our pupils—particularly during the stressful exam season. We wish Catherine 
every success in her new role at Blackpool and the Fylde College. 
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Introducing the new Senior Team for 2019-20 
We are delighted to announce the election of our four-strong top team following a challenging selection process.  
Congratulations to Martina (Head Girl), Louie (Head Boy), Daisy (Deputy Head Girl) and Luca (Deputy Head Boy).  
The year 10 pupils had to apply in writing for the posts.  These applications were filtered with shortlisted candi-
dates having to give a presentation to the Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher before being interviewed by 
them.  Following this process there was 8 pupils shortlisted and these went to the staff for an internal vote.  Our 
final four, although noting the need to work hard at the application and the nerves prior to being interviewed, 
appreciated the valuable process which replicates real life job hunting.  We wish them well in the year ahead. 



 

 

Sincere thanks and good wishes 

This Summer also sees the retirement of Mr Philip Waters as a Foundation 
Governor. Phil has been a Governor for 34 years during which time 
he fulfilled the role of Vice-Chair of Governors and Chair of Finance/
Resources for some 20 years, before becoming Chair of Governors in 2007 
for a term of 11 years. 
Phil’s contribution to the development of the school is immeasurable—and 
all voluntary!  His leadership, guidance and wise counsel have been 
invaluable and his presence a source of great support for all associated 
with the school. 
We wish Phil well on his retirement but he can be assured there will always 
be a warm welcome should he be passing by. 

 
 
 

Year 9 Art and Photography Visit to Williamson Park in Lancaster: 
A group of Year  8 and 9 Art and Photography GCSE students had a very productive day recording 
images for their forthcoming GCSE portfolio.   Most of the students had not visited the beautiful 
park before and had the opportunity to see the wonderful Ashton Memorial, Butterfly House and 
Meerkats!   
 
Students took plenty of photos of the beautiful flora and fauna around the acres of stunning 
parkland.  We had some very tired students on the way home from the miles of walking that took 
place!  
 
Mrs Glaister  
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Change to the School Calendar 2020 
 

You may well have read that in order to commemorate the 75th 
Anniversary of VE Day, the Government have moved the tradi-
tional early May bank holiday to Friday 8th May 2020. School 
will therefore be open on Monday 4th May and closed on Fri-
day 8th May 2020. 
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Scholastic Book Fair 

Thank you to parents, students and staff who 
supported our recent Half Price Scholastic Book 
Fair held in the library.  School Book Fairs are a 
wonderful week long reading event, with 
mobile bookcases packed with the best books 
for pupils to buy.   
Our next HALF PRICE book fair will be in 
December, just in time to make Christmas extra 
special this year!  
Every book purchased at the Book Fair helps us 
to earn FREE BOOKS for our library and the 
picture shows some of the lovely new books our pupil librarians chose for their school library.  

Summer Reading Challenge 

Libraries are great places for children to discover reading for pleasure 
and there is no better time to do this than during the long summer 
holidays.  This year’s theme is called Space Chase. 
 

How does the Summer Reading Challenge work? lhere are e 
The Summer Reading Challenge takes place every year during the summer holidays.  You can sign 
up at your local library, then read six library books of your choice to complete the Challenge.  
There are exclusive rewards to collect along the way, and it’s FREE to take part!   
The Summer Reading Challenge website helps you keep track of your reading all year round: find 
new books to read, take part in competitions and mini challenges and play games. 

Go to www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk for more information. 
 
 
 

Remember… reading is to the mind 

what exercise is to the body.  Enjoy 

your summer reading! 

 

 

 

Cardinal Allen Catholic High School 

Aquinas Centre News July 2019 

http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk


 

 

Promoting Literacy—Ultimate Football Heroes 

Here at the Aquinas Centre we are true believers in J K Rowling’s 
theory that "if you don't like to read you haven't found the right 
book". For some, perhaps stories about their favourite footballers are 
the perfect place to start.  Since introducing this amazing collection of 
books into our school library, they have been borrowed on more than 
127 occasions!!  Popular with both boys and girls, these biographies 
written by Tom and Matt Oldfield, tell the stories of 10 of the world’s 
greatest football players and how they have risen to become 
footballing legends.  

This set is perfect for football fanatics who want to learn how some of their favourite players 
became global superstars.  With Accelerated Reader quizzes available for all books these have 
become a popular addition to our school library.  Five of the ten books have also made it to the 
top 10 of books borrowed by boys since September 2018. 
  
More books on football available in our school library can be found at arbookfind.co.uk.  Just 
insert our school keycode of IF875127, click on “Teacher Lists” then click on “Football Stories”. 

Overdue Library Books 

With Summer fast approaching, a polite reminder to all 
students to remember to return or renew your overdue 
library books.  We have approximately 300 books missing or 
overdue!  Many are found under beds or in cupboards at 
home.  Every overdue book returned helps!!  Overdue notices 
are sent regularly around form and also emailed to parents 
on a fortnightly basis.  Should a student have lost their book 
or damaged it, we ask that it is replaced with the same book 
or any other book suitable for the year group. If any students 
would like to donate used books in a good condition to the 
library please see Miss Shirreffs.  Thank you! 

 

Smarten Up our School Library—Your School Needs You! 

Help us win £5,000 (€5,000) of National Book Tokens for the school library – 
enough to buy hundreds of books – and win 
£100 for yourself.  Just enter the competition 
online, it literally takes a minute.  The 
competition closes on 31st July 2019. 

 

   http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools 
     Thank you for your support! 

 

http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools


 

 

 

School Council News 
 

It’s been another busy year for the school council whose job it is to listen, represent, consult and 
co-operate, inform and investigate!!   Working with the Eco group at school, we continue to tackle 
the issue of litter which is still a huge problem in and around school.  Always bin your litter!     
 
Some of the topics discussed this year include Christmas Jumper Day, Make Your Mark Voting 
Campaign, school uniform rules, donations towards various charities, the Big Cardy Clean Up, 
benches on the courtyards, toilet issues and the most important issue – food! 
 
As we go to print, we are looking forward to hosting Lord McNally on the 5th July, who will be 
visiting our school to talk about his time at the House of Lords, what they do, politics, parliament 
and democracy.  Lord McNally will be taking part in an assembly followed by a question and 
answer session with pupils from the School Council. 
 
We will be taking part once again in the 2019 Make Your Mark Campaign.  This campaign is where 
every 11-18 year old in the UK is eligible to vote and where the results are used to decide the 
policies to be debated by members of the UK Youth Parliament.  This will be a whole school vote 
and pupils will be voting in September from a shortlist of ten issues with the topics due to be 
debated by the Members of Youth Parliament in the House of Commons in October.   
 
If you would like a chance to sit on the new school council, applications will be invited in 
September.  We are open to any suggestions and try our hardest to make your school a better 
place.   
 

YOUR SCHOOL COUNCIL – YOUR VOICE! 

WANTED—Pupil Librarians 
 
The Aquinas Centre will shortly be advertising for new Pupil Librarians and Monitors.  Cardinal 
Allen encourages pupils to participate in the running of the library by volunteering to become 
Pupil Librarians. Pupils can help before registration, at lunchtime or during library periods. 
 
The Pupil Librarian Training Programme allows for different levels of ability and pupils can 
progress through the levels at their own speed. Librarians have an important role, not just in the 
day to day running of the Aquinas Centre but also contributing to the development of the service.   

If you are interested in becoming a pupil librarian, please see Miss 
Shirreffs for an application form. 
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We Are Reading 
 
The We Are Reading in Lancashire schools campaign was launched in Preston in March of 2018 
and the year-long campaign ran until World Book Day 2019.  The campaign aimed to encourage 
schools to sign a pledge urging pupils to read.  
 
By taking part in the campaign Cardinal Allen pledged their commitment to:  
 
• Become a reading school  
• Seek out every opportunity to improve standards in reading at school  
• Encourage reading for pleasure  
• Enable children to read in-depth in a wide range of subjects, deepening their   knowledge and 
understanding across the curriculum  
• Work with other schools, local libraries and other partners to promote reading as a life-long skill  
 
Working in partnership with the Librarians from Millfield Science and Performing Arts College and 
Baines School, CACHS took away a fantastic alliance which we fully intend to continue in the 
future.  We have recently spent the last of our “We Are Reading” budget on investing in high 
ability book boxes for each school which we will use to set up an interschool “Book Club” and to 
encourage open conversation and positive reading habits between our students.  Our highlights 
this year have been as follows: 

Cardinal Allen:  Our fantastic Martin Griffin author visit which helped to broaden our students’ 
horizons in terms of their reading habits and possible future careers; record sales at our 
December Scholastic book fair; and seeing our students collaborating with like-minded students 
from our other partner schools. 
 
Millfield:  Hosting the fantastic “Celebration of Reading Conference” in partnership with Cardinal 
Allen and Baines.  Their Christmas “24 Days of Reading” event and the opportunity to share good 
practice and exciting ideas with other professionals who are passionate about encouraging 
reading with our young people. 
 
Baines:  Inviting Curtis Jobling, author into their school twice this year to work with whole year 
groups.  Curtis engendered a love of reading in their students, with his inspirational talks and his 
interactive creative writing workshops.  
  
Although the We are Reading Pledge has come to an end, we are all looking forward to another 
great year promoting reading and continuing to work together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 26th June 14 of our 
year 7, 8 & 10 girls competed in the 
Fylde Coast Athletics competition at 
Stanley Park. Our girls displayed 
great sportsmanship, and 
determination to succeed. The 
effort and behaviour of the girls 
was outstanding, representing the 
school with pride. A huge well done 
to all the girls who competed, but 
special well done to the 
following girls who made it to the 
finals, competing against the 
private schools as well as other 
state schools. 
 

Erin Sarath (Year 7) - 6th in 150m final, Millie Dawson (Year 10) - 5th in the 800m, Imogen Reader 
(Year 10) - 1st in the 200m, Mary-Jane Broomhead (Year 10) - 1st in the 100m, and Kathryn 
Colluney (Year 10) - 4th in the 100m. Finally, well done to the year 10 relay team who demolished 
the field and claimed an easy victory. 
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Football 
 
The Yr7 Footballers took the short trip to play Fleetwood High. It was great to see so many boys 

playing football on a lovely sunny evening. The games were played in the right way and our boys 

did us proud! Mr Walker is using the fixture to plan for next season, he has big ambitions! 

 

 

The Yr8 Footballers also had their chance 
against the local rivals. We took over two 
squads to play Fleetwood High. Some  
excellent performances led to a victory by 2 
goals to 1. Well done to Emily Brandes who 
had an excellent game in midfield.  The Yr8 
team are looking good for next season. 
 

 

 

Athletics 
 
The Boys competed in the Fylde Coast Athletics event at 
Stanley Park. Over 20 boys competed for Cardinal Allen 
Catholic High School in a range of athletics events. The 
boys competed and behaved incredibly well and were a 
delight to support and manage. All of the boys did well.  However, some individual performances 
need to be highlighted: 
 
Max Swarbrick – 1st place YR10 1500m 
Sam Howarth – 2nd place YR10 High Jump 
Rafael Eaton – 1st place YR8 800m and 2nd place YR8 
High Jump 
Alex Murray – 2nd place YR8 Hurdles 
Alex Quinn – 1st place YR7 Hurdles 

 

 



 

 

Rounders 
The Yr7 and Yr8 teams have played matches against Rossall this year. The Yr8 team came out on 
top thanks to a very strong team performance. The Yr7 team put up a good fight, however, were 
second best to a strong Rossall Team.  
 
The Yr8 team also took part in the Rounders Tournament at Rossall. The girls were knocked out 
in the group stages. However, they made it to the semi-final of the plate competition. Well done 
girls! 
 

Lancashire School Games 
The girls had two teams involved in the Lancashire Games that took place at Stanley Park. The 
Touch Rugby team played 3 matches and won 1, drew 1 and lost 1. There were some amazing 
performances from the whole team. The girls ‘’did the school proud’’ and were great ambassa-
dors for our school. The girls Kwick Cricket Team also played very well and were a credit to the 
school. They had an incredible day at Stanley Park and thoroughly enjoyed representing our 
school at an event that brings schools together from across the county.   
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Sponsored Spell 
Thank you to all our Year 7 and Year 8 
pupils involved in the Sponsored Spell 
earlier in the year. You raised £968.90 
which will be put towards books for you to 

read in class next year. We will be reading: The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas; Wonder; Heroes; The 
Woman In Black and Private Peaceful. The English department look forward to reading these with 
you. 
 

Cleveleys Lyric Competition 
Well done to all the pupils who entered a poem in the local Lyric Competition. Cardinal Allen 
came first, second and third: 
1st place Erin Byrne (9AM) 
2nd place Isabel Laird (9AD) 
3rd place tied Cameron Christie (10AM) & Jessica Collins (9AM) 
The celebratory event will take place on 10th July 2019 in the Chapel and you are all very 
welcome. 
 

Bedrock Vocabulary 

Since January, Year 7 pupils have been using a programme called Bedrock Vocabulary to enhance 
and develop their knowledge of Tier 2 (academic) words. Pupils should aim to complete 2 
Bedrock lessons per week in order to see good progress with learning new vocabulary.  
 
Parents of Year 7 pupils will have received an email from school detailing how they can sign up to 
the Bedrock Parent Platform in order to track their child's progress and engagement. If you are 
experiencing any problems with signing up to the Parent Platform, please contact your child's 
English teacher. 
 

GCSE Revision 
We have now started our revision for Year 10s which takes place every 
morning before school and every Monday after school. If you would like to 
attend please see Mrs Swift.  
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How to revise for AQA English 
Use your CGP revision guides (or the GCSE Bitesize website if you didn't buy the 
guides) to make mind maps and flashcards about key characters, key events 
and key themes and include important quotations. 
 
Use ‘Seneca’ regularly to help you revise the set texts. 
 
Download the ‘Gojimo’ App and ‘My Learning’ App through the AppStore or Google Play for 
resources for English Language and Literature. 
 
There are also lots of revision resources available in Moodle including the LitCharts > English > 
Years 10 and 11 > English Literature.  
 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER FOR TIPS @CACHSEnglish 
OMMENDED READS FOR THE HOLIDAYS Stage 3 
20 Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, Jules Verne 
War Horse, Michael Morpurgo 
Soldier Dog, Sam Angus 
The Secret Garden, Frances Hodgson Burnett 
Chinese Cinderella, Adeline Yen Mah 
I Am David, Anne Holm 
Skellig, David Almond 
Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

Key Stage 4 
Lord of the Flies, William Golding 
Animal Farm, George Orwell 
1984, George Orwell 
To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee 
Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte 
Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 
Rebecca, Daphne du Maurier 
The Catcher in the Rye, J.D Salinger 
Catch-22, Joseph Heller 
 

For further reading ideas and inspiration, have a look at the website 
www.lovereading4kids.co.uk where you can search for books by age, genre and 

recommendation, as well as read extracts from them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk
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Young Engineers 
Our Young Engineer Team consisting of Nisha Gardner, Abi Egan, Holly Egan and Harry Coureau 
performed brilliantly in the regional young engineers STEM skills challenge.  The task was to  
design a hydraulic crane from basic materials.  The team was very close to winning the £10,000 
prize. 

Beacon Fell Snake 
Members of the Eco Group completed the carving of the walking snake at Beacon Fell and  
represented the school in its opening ceremony.  This sculpture is already proving a big hit with 
the children of Lancashire.  It is wonderful that Cardinal Allen Eco Group have produced an 
iconic landmark that will last for generations.  We should all be proud of them! 

Beacon Fell Landscaping 
Some members of our Eco Group have been working towards their John Muir Explorer Awards 
by helping to landscape Beacon Fell.  We are hoping that by planting broad leaf woodland trees 
we will increase the biodiversity of Beacon Fell.  
Amur Leopard 

 

Our Eco Group have sponsored an Amur leopard to save it from extinction.  This 

is the most endangered  large mammal.  Let’s hope we can save it! 

 
 

DofE 
Our DofE groups have all completed their expeditions recently.  We have been blessed with 

some great weather on the whole apart from the downpour and thunderstorm last weekend 

which resulted in flooded tents and temporarily homeless children.  Evie in Year 9 said “I have 

learnt such a lot about myself.  I am really proud of what I have achieved”. 

 
 



 

 

International 
Our international partnerships are developing nicely with teachers from Shakespeare Primary 

School enjoying the hospitality of Mama Clementia Foundation School, Tanzania.  Mr Harding, 

Miss Rankin and staff from Great Arley are looking forward to their trip to Nepal. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transition 
Year 5 students from our feeder primary schools have been experiencing Cardinal Allen life.   

Alfie from Sacred Heart described the day as ‘epic’. 

 

Raft Building Year 5 
Students from our Year 7 were involved in a raft building 

competition helping teams from Fleetwood Primaries  

design and race rafts.  The aim of the day was to help stu-

dents settle in more easily at their secondary school as 

they now have a friendly face on their arrival. 

 

Sleepover 
Members of the school Interact Group spent a rather chilly evening in shelters they had  

constructed, raising funds for Street Life and We Won’t Rest.  Ella from Year 9 said “I’m glad I 

don’t have to do that every night; it must be awful being homeless”. 
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Year 10 Battlefields Trip 17-21st June 2019 
Year 10 had an outstanding trip to the battlefields of the First World War in June. 
We had a long journey across to Belgium but everyone was in good spirits. En 
route to Ypres we were able to visit Lijssenthoek Cemetery, the second largest of 
the Commonwealth War Grave cemeteries on the Western Front. This was a  
hospital cemetery and we were able to find the graves of two Fleetwood  
casualties.  We stayed in the Belgian town of Ypres, scene of so many terrible 
battles of the First World War, and spent the first day exploring the museums, 
battlefields and cemeteries of the Ypres salient. The students were absolutely 
outstanding, so interested and engaged.  The students had all been given a local 
soldier to research and this made the visits to the cemeteries and battlefields so 
much more poignant. We were proud to represent Cardinal Allen at the evening 
Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres. Two of our students laid a 
wreath on behalf of us all—a great honour. 

 
Day 3 we travelled down to Albert on the Somme, to our  
second lot of accommodation. This trip was the first time that 
we have stayed on the Somme, rather than driving back to 
Ypres and it worked really well. We drove down on a beautiful 
summer day. The poppies were out in vast numbers and the 
landscape was beautiful, hiding the still-visible scars of that  
terrible battle 103 years ago. The students were, again, an  
absolute credit to themselves and the school. En route we 
stopped at Vimy Ridge where the Canadians fought with such 
distinction in 1917. We had a guided tour of the preserved 
battlefield and were lucky enough to be able to go into the  
tunnels that undermine the whole area. After lunch at Vimy we 
decided on a change from the itinerary and decided to go first 

of all to Delville Wood where the South African Brigade had fought during the Somme campaign. There was a 
Fleetwood casualty in the cemetery there and we paid our respects. Whilst we were there the weather turned 
and the storm and winds out of nowhere were amazing.  From Delville 
Wood we headed to Serre, on the northernmost end of the 15 mile 
Somme battlefront. This was a first time visit for all of us and it was  
outstanding.  It is a testament to the terrible loss of life on this front that 
there were 5 cemeteries very close together, very remote but as  
beautifully attended as the bigger cemeteries we had seen on the Salient. 
A particular highlight was the discovery by Mr Winrow of an actual WWI 
Mills Bomb in a potato field, proving that the battle still scars the  
landscape and has consequences right up to this day. Mr Winrow and Mrs 
McMahon were VERY excited by this, but we were careful to keep the 
children away, as ordnance can still be dangerous even now.  In Serre is 
the Sheffield Memorial Park, which commemorates many of the ‘Pals’ 
battalions that came from the north of England and attacked and died on 
the first day of the Somme battle, 1st July 1916. One exceptional moment 
was the realisation that the original front line trench that the Accrington 
Pals attacked from was still there, albeit with 100 years of softening by the 
elements.  



 

 

 
The children were able to stand exactly where the men had been, many of 
whom are now buried in the beautiful cemeteries nearby. It was a sobering mo-
ment. We also found a roll of barbed wire from the Somme battle and lots of 
shrapnel. Following this, we went to our accommodation in Albert and then 
went out to dinner. We got absolutely soaked walking to the restaurant and 
there were lots of glum faces. The students soon cheered up though with a few 
good games of pool and table football in our designated common room.  
 
On day 4, we went to the southern end of the Somme front, at Mametz. Here is situated the Devonshire Cemetery. 
On July 1st, Captain Martin and his men were attacked across No Man’s Land and were cut down by a German  
machine gun. Captain Martin had predicted this outcome to his senior officer after making a model of the battle-
field whilst on leave. His senior officer said that they still had to attack. Sadly, Capt. Martin’s prediction was proven 

true to devastating effect. The survivors buried their comrades in 
the front line trench they had started from and erected a wooden 
cross that simply stated ‘The Devonshires held this trench. The 
Devonshires hold it still’. This was a small but extremely moving 
site and the  
students found it very interesting and were extremely respectful. 
Following this, we went to the Thiepval Memorial, a complete  
contrast, where nearly 72,000 men who died on the Somme but 
have no known grave, are commemorated. Following this we 
toured Thiepval Wood, scene of fierce fighting by the Ulster  
division on July 1st and the guide commented that he had rarely 
seen a group so interested, well behaved and well informed. We 
were very proud of them. The guide was fascinating and the  

students were completely captivated by his evocative tales and  
evident passion for the area. We had lunch at the Ulster Tower. In the afternoon we visited Newfoundland Park 
and the Beaumont Hamel Battlefield. One of the most poignant and memorable moments of the day came when 
we went to the Sunken Lane in the middle of the Beaumont Hamel Battlefield, from which the Lancaster Fusiliers 
attacked at 0730 on July 1st. The men of the Lancaster Fusiliers were part of the ‘The Battle of the Somme’, and we 
were able to sit exactly where the men from our local regiment sat prior to going over the top. Sadly, many of 
them now lie in the small but beautiful cemetery that now lies in the middle of No Man’s Land. Many of them did 
not even make it out of the Sunken Lane before being killed. We finished the day at Lochnagar Crater at La  
Boiselle, a truly enormous hole in the ground formed by 75,000 lbs of explosive on July 1st 1916.  
 

This trip was an outstanding success.  

The group were truly a pleasure to take out to the battlefields. We just wished we could have 

stayed longer!  Thanks to the students and to the accompanying staff as well as the Finance staff 



 

 

 
Lent Fundraising 

Our Lenten Charity was Aid to the Church in Need, and all 
Forms competed to raise money for them. Across school we 
raised an enormous £1892.38, with extra donations allowing 
us to round this up to £2000! This is the largest money we 
have raised in school since records began!  
A representative from Aid to the Church in Need has been in-
to school to deliver an assembly for Year 7, and accept the 
cheque. She informed us that we can choose exactly what 
kind of project this money goes to and which country, so 
Forms are currently in the process of voting. 
 

Reconciliation 

Staff and students were able to receive the sacrament on several occasions during Lent. We were 
really grateful to all our priests who came into school to lead the services, and to chat with our  

pupils.  

 

Stations of the Cross 

The Pupil Chaplains led each year group in a reflective Stations of the 
Cross service on the last day of the Spring term. Each reflection was 
linked to a testimony from someone who has received help from Aid 
to the Church in Need. The service was engaging and moving.  

 

Pupil Chaplains 

The Year 10 Pupil Chaplains really are excellent, and have led services, assemblies and prayer 
groups within school. They meet after school to discuss and prepare various Chaplaincy events and 
initiatives. They enjoyed a trip out to the Carmelite 
Convent in Fulwood for their monthly Rosary service, 
inspiring them to start up a Rosary group here in 
school.  
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Youth Alpha 

The Youth Alpha course ran successfully for 12 weeks, 
with 22 Year 8/9 pupils attending every Thursday after 
school. As part of the course, they enjoyed a retreat day 
in school. We welcomed Fr. Gavin Landers, a young priest 
from the Salford diocese, to join us for the day. The pupils 
really appreciated him taking his time to come into 
school and join with their discussions. The course  
finished the final week before the May half term.  

 

Leavers Mass 

We were so grateful to our local clergy for celebrating 
our Leavers’ Mass for the Year 11 pupils on Friday 10th 
May at 1.30pm. The musicians and singers were  
excellent, as were the readers and other pupil  
volunteers. Many parents and friends attended and the 
engagement during the Mass was very good.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year of the Eucharist & Primary School Visits 

We have been enjoying sharing Year of the Eucharist  
celebrations with some of our Primary Schools. We have 
been into St. John’s, St. Bernadette’s and Sacred Heart to 
deliver liturgies on Corpus Christi. To celebrate the feast of 
Corpus Christi a number of pupils joined St. Mary’s and St. 
Wulstan & St. Edmund’s Primary Schools for Mass.  
 

 

Mass in School 

An open invitation is extended to the parents and  

community of Cardinal Allen to join us for morning Mass 

held in the Chapel each Friday at 8.10am  
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Term Dates for 2019-2020 
Autumn Term 2019 
Re-open for pupils on   Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term     Monday 21st October—Friday 25th October 
Last Day of Term—12.30 finish Friday 20th December 
 
Spring Term 2020 
Re-open for pupils on   Monday 6th January 
Half Term     Monday 17th February—Monday 24th February 
Last Day of Term—12.30 finish Thursday 2nd April 
 
Summer Term 2020 
Re-open for pupils on    Monday 20th April 
May Day      Friday 8th May 
Half Term     Monday 25th May—Friday 29th May 
Last Day of Term—12.30 finish Friday 17th July 
 
A reminder that school will close for the Summer break at 12.30pm on Friday 19th July and 

re-open on Wednesday 4th September.   
There will be 2 full staff inset day on  

Monday 3rd & Tuesday 4th September. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

And finally . . . just to say many thanks to you all for 

your continued support throughout the past year.  

These newsletters are a celebration of all the 

outstanding work that takes place both in and 

beyond school and showcase the outstanding talent 

that our pupils possess. 

It just remains for me to wish you all a restful, well 

earned and enjoyable summer break. 


